Reunion had a different slant 


They came from Colorado and Virginia. From Utah and 
Maryland. From California and North Carolina. From South 
Carolina, Massachusetts, Florida, Pennsylvania, Texas and 
Rhode Island. 

AMA alumni and friends responded to the call to gather 
in Fort Defiance on the last weekend of April but in addition 
to the usual reunion activities, there was a serious purpose 
to be discussed, i.e., where do we go from here? 

Where do we get volunteers to replace our older alumni 
and from whence can we get funding beyond our diminish- 
ing alumni base? 

Foundation Chairman Blaine Clarke, ‘72, and Alumni 
Association President Steve Trent, ‘70, abetted by our new 
Treasurer Steve Traylor, ‘72, and professional fund raiser 
Paul Karch ‘79, made the case and sought advice from our 
alumni and friends at a Town Hall meeting prior to the 
Friday Banquet at Reunion 2014. 

Blaine and Steve have summarized their conclusions, 
starting on page 7. 

Your comments are earnestly solicited. 


AMA Alumni Association Pres- 
ident Steve Trent, ‘70, opens 
the business meeting. 


Museum marks 15“ year 


The Augusta Military Academy Alumni 
House/Museum was dedicated officially on 
the first day of May in 1999. Since that time, 
the museum has grown in stature to the 
point where it is a tourist stop for those 
traveling on Interstate 81. 

Signs on the interstate, a Virginia Depart- 
ment of Transportation sign at the campus 


AMA Museum 
an 5th Anniversary, .|'\§: and numerous news articles about the 


1999. . 
. See 2014 museum and its contents have brought 


countless visitors who have no connection 
to AMA plus the museum has become a 
gathering place for alumni passing through or attending the annual AMA reunions. Museum 
Director Crysta Stephenson and her volunteers are working assiduously to get the museum 
accredited by the American Association of Museums, a feather in our cap that will put us in line 
for government and private grants. If you have not visited the museum recently, you should 
do so. You will be amazed at the memories such a visit will rekindle. See story on page 36. 


AMA Alumni Medals to Mrs. Charleton and Charlie Pascale, “69 m= Legacy 
N Scholarships to daughter of Albert Smith, 66, and granddaughters of 
hy 


(ii a aN Roberto Suero, “47, and Ben Zinkhan, “60 @ Sports Hall of Fame 
ep en onl inductees Ray Marcantoni, 70, Ken Hoke, 54, and 1951 hoopsters # 


, 4g. Roller Society honorees Dr. Mel Alper, “39, Colonel Worthington "Tex" 
“cee.” + Mahone, 42, Hal Walters, 47, Ed Chauncey, -49, and General 


agr 
Nicholson's mother Noelle Nichnicsan 


Where do we Diego Arria, ‘56, was 


Doolittle Raiders 
Final Salute to 
Jack Manch, °38 
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Augusta Military Academy 
Alumni Association, Ine. 


June 2014 
To All My AMA Brothers and Friends: 
Reunion 2014 was a success, thanks to all our volunteers and the folks who donated items to the "Silent Auction." 
For those who did not attend, we had a business meeting to talk about our situation. (See stories starting on page 7) The 
meeting was not a fund raiser to get people to commit money to the Foundation; however, we are on amber alert with respect 
to donations to the Foundation. 
Furthermore, we are in dire straights when it comes to museum volunteers. Our weekday staff now consists of just three 
volunteers and one, Doug Carter, is at home recovering from open heart surgery. Therefore, we have just two volunteers each 


week working with our curator. 


At the reunion, we had five people sign up to work one day on a weekend and four who will volunteer both Saturday and 
Sunday on a weekend from 1000 until 1600 each day. Just a six hour commitment! 


We desperately need more folks to sign up by calling the Museum at 540/248-3007. Please sign up! Any expenses you incur 
and the hours you donate are tax deductible! 


We have all three weekends in July to cover, all of August, three in September and all of October, November and December. 
(See the complete list on page 62) 


We simply must give our weekday staff a break by covering these weekends. If you were an AMA cadet, the task is simple. 
Your personal experience at Augusta is a story that only you can tell. 


Each year, we provide a critique sheet for the reunion. Your Alumni Association strives to include events and make changes 
based on the comments we receive from alumni. We need your feedback on this and forthcoming reunions. They are great 


events but they are expensive to put on and we want to plan the reunions the way you want them. 


Have a great summer and look forward to seeing you soon. 


Respectfully, 


tephen 
President 
AMA Alumni Association 


. Trent, ‘70 
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friends of the Augusta Military Academy for 
a subscription rate of $25 per year or $40 for 
two years. Notice of changes of address 
should be sent to AMA Alumni Records, 
P. O. Box 100, Fort Defiance, VA 24437. 
Please provide your 9-digit ZIP code! 

The Bayonet welcomes information and 
articles for or about AMA alumni. Share the 
news of promotions, awards, retirement, 
births, marriages, deaths, etc. Please print 
or type your submission. 


Clear, correctly exposed photos are always 
welcomed. 
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1935 
Julian Quarles reports that he is not 
doing as well as he would like. He is 
in a health care facility and eager to 
talk with anyone from AMA. Phone 
540/568-8597. 


1942 
Angus Hines was aboard his boat 


Sentry off the Florida Keys during the 


Winter but returned to the Valley for 
the reunion. Always glad to see this 
energetic alumnus who was born 90 
years ago! {angushines@aol.com] 


1943 

Dr. George "Boots" Solan and his 
wife, Marge, plus their son, George, 
Jr., were back for the reunion. They 
all looked good and we were so glad 
to see them again! The Solans live in 
Hudson, Ohio. 

[margsol@sbcglobal. net] 


1947 
Bobby Bowie came up to the reunion 
from St. Simons Island in Georgia. He 
was elected to the AMA Sports Hall of 
Fame last year. 


1949 
Colonel Jim Councill, USAF, Retd, 
and Mary Alice came to the reunion 
from San Antonio, Texas. We thank 
them both for their help with the 
reunion and particularly the time Jim 
gave to covering the registration desk 
on the Friday of the reunion. Jim and 
Mary Alice have now visited all 50 
states. [jweouncill@satx.rr.com] 


1950 
Brock Mathews attended the Univer- 
sity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
He has retired and lives in Richmond 
where he lived when attending AMA. 


1952 
Major Roger Messick, USA, Retd, 
and Jean were on the way to the 
reunion from their home in Prescott, 
Arizona when they got word that a 
favorite niece had passed away in her 
sleep. They changed plans at the last 
minute to be with the family and 
attend the service. We missed you 
and want you to know that our 
thoughts and prayers are with you. 

{trmessup@aol.com] 


This is the very first place that 
alumni look when they read a new 
Bayonet. 


Your fellow alumni want to hear 
about YOU, so Class Notes is the first 
place they look. Here are a few suggest- 
ions which we hope you will act on. 

SEND us material about yourself — 
marriages, jobs, travel, births, deaths, 
retirement and so forth. Don’t be 
concerned if you don’t see your news 
published right away. The Bayonet comes 
out three times a year and if your story 
misses one issue, it likely will be in the 
next one. Be sure to send us news about 
your classmates and AMA friends. 

PHOTOS are always welcome but 
please understand that just because a 
digital picture looks good on a computer 
screen, it will not always look good in 
print. 

If you send an actual photograph, it 
should be printed on GLOSSY paper. If 
you want the picture returned to you, 
please put your name and address on 
the back. 

DIGITAL PHOTOS in jpeg should 
be AT LEAST 300 dpi. If you can send 
a photo in tiff format, that will be even 
better! 

MAIL your story and photos to: The 
Bayonet, 1687 Schillers Court, Folsom, 
CA 95630. 

E-MAIL any story and any digital 
photos to: AMABayonet@aol.com 

FAX a story to 916/817-8596 
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Shad White and Pat were at Reunion 
2014. The Whites live in Clover, South 
Carolina. Last year, Shad won three 
of the four bottles of Virginia Gentle- 
man in the Tower of Power drawing! 

[shad56@ait. net] 


1953 

/ Commander Al Wattay, USN, 
Retd, and Diane came up to the 
reunion from Hilton Head Island, 
South Carolina. [Dialwat@aol.com] 


1954 
Bob Harris lost his sweet wife, Kathy, 
just as Reunion 2014 got underway. 
She had bravely battied lung disease 
for many years. What a devastating 
loss to Bob and his family. All are in 
our prayers. [bhariii@ol.com] 


Pat Stanton lives in Shoreacres, 
Texas. Glad to see him back at the 
reunion! [pstant@centrl.sjcd.cc.tx.us] 


1957 

Goodloe Saunder's cancer has re- 
turned and he is undergoing some 
groundbreaking anticancer therapy at 
the University of Virginia Medical 
Center in Fishersville. Needless to 
say, we are ail praying for you, our 
good friend. Goodloe is a mainstay at 
the AMA Museum. 

[rgocsaunders@yahoo.com] 


Buddy Krise did a great job in 
promoting the 50/50 drawing at the 
reunion. He and Sandy live in Norfolk. 


1958 
Hugh Harmon was back for the 
reunion in spite of a broken hip. He 
said he is recovering well and we 
hope that will continue. Kathy made 
some welcomed donations to the 
Silent Auction. [jhhkms@verizon.net] 


Fred Womer and Alice live in Balti- 
more and they were back for Reunion 
2014. Fred has now volunteered to 
cover two weekends at the museum 
so that our dedicated regular docents 
can have some time off. Thank you 
so much, Fred! Some of you who live 
closer to Fort Defiance than Fred 
need to step up to the plate and vol- 
lunteer for a weekend day or two. Just 
call Crysta at 540/248-3007. 
[fswomer@concast.net] 
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1960 
Bill McVey and Millie alternated be- 
tween the AMA reunion and VMI. 
They had a long talk with Museum 
Docent Ben Zinkhan, “60, who ex- 
plained to them that the Alumni 
House/Museum edifice (built in the 
1870's) is in constant need of repair 
and upkeep. Before they went back 
home to Texas, they left a check for 
$10,000 for those purposes and dedi- 
cated their donation to Ben and his 
sweet wife, Joyce. (Story on page 6) 

[omcvey @gvic.com] 


Luke Snyder and Anne drove to the 
reunion from Charlotte. Luke is the out- 
going Vice President of the AMA 
Alumni Association. 


1962 
Tom Douglas has led the Baltimore 
Police Department to "National Ac- 
creditation" through the Commission 
on Law Enforcement Accreditation 
process. That job concluded, he has 
retired — again. This may not be his 
final retirement, however, since we 
hear that yet another law enforcement 
agency has asked for his help in 
getting them accredited. (See related 
story on page 35) 

[kinsale333@aol.com] 


Mac Coiner retired from the Bank of 

America 13 years ago. He lives in 

Mechanicsville, Virginia. 
[maccoiner@icloud.com] 


Captain Bill Keller, USN, Retd and 
Joan came to Reunion 2014 from 
Houston. Bill had some very good 
ideas about how we should protect 
AMA's legacy going forward. 
[BAjkeller@yahoo.com] 


1963 
Carl Riedell had the top bid at the 
Reunion Silent Auction for a week at 
the Florida Keys property owned by 
Jorge Rovirosa, 70, and Kiki. Carl 
lives in Osterville, Massachusetts. 
[criedel@aoi.com] 


1964 
Randy Rodgers was preparing to 
come to the reunion for his 50" class 
anniversary when his 45 year old son 
became iil and had to undergo quad- 
ruple bypass surgery. We missed you, 


SEVENTY SEVENS - No, not a rock band but a group of alumni who graduated 
in 1977. Above, glad to see Colonel Mal Livick looking so well are Tom White, 
Livick, Lee Lewis, and Jim Gounaris. Below, Eddie Long, ‘77 (whose Dad was 
the late Paul Long, ‘51), Lee Lewis again, Chris Vetick, ‘77, and Jim Mitchell, 
‘76. Jim says he talked long and hard to get Eddie Long to come back and at 
the end of the reunion thanked Jim for talking him into coming. Look for you 


next time, Eddie! 


Randy and hope that your son is 
doing well. Randy's brother, Art, ~53, 
passed away in February. Randy 
owns Hayes Auto Sales in Hayes, VA. 
1965 
Lou Osborne has two new ad- 
dresses: 4412 Cobblestone Alley, New 
Bern, NC. [wlo1492@gmail.com] 


Peyton Lea (See Class of 1973) 


1966 
Will Chatham and his wife have re- 
tired to Southport, NC after 45 years 
in the workforce. Now, "/ just wake up 
in the morning and worry about what 
time to go to the beach for a walk, a 


nice change of pace from the D.C. 
area where we lived for the past 15 
years.’ Will says he was Colonel 
Livick's basketball team manager and 
"at 6’ 4" 1 was probably the tallest 
manager who could dunk a bas- 
ketball. Too bad | was such a lousy 
player!" [willvhatham@msn.com] 


Barry Weeks lives in Gray, Georgia 
where he is an independent estate 
planner. [pbbtplanning@gmail.com] 


Jim Bewley was at the reunion. He 
lives in Fairfield, Pennsylvania. 


Brian Hart and Sue drove down to 
Fort Defiance from Walkersville, 
Maryland. Said they had a grand time 
at the reunion! 
[BHart@BeltsvilleVFD.com] 


1967 
John Botcheller gives us the sad 
news that his mother, Rose, passed 
away on 10 March at age 89. He says 
his favorite photo of her is in the 1967 
Recall (see page 28). John and 
Nancy live in Middletown, Rhode 
Island and we were delighted to see 
them at the reunion. 

[botcheller@ao!.com] 


Rick Smail, elected Vice President of 
the AMA Alumni Association at the 
reunion, came to Fort Defiance from 
Park City, Utah. He and a companion 
took their motorcycles on a post 
reunion adventure. (See page 54) 
{ricksmail@earthlink. net] 


Don Johnson was at Reunion 2014. 
He lives in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 
{ids49@comcast.net] 


Brian Miller and Vickie came over the 
mountain from Charlottesville for this 
year's reunion. In 2007, Brian was the 
last man standing in the Knockout Drill 
Competition with cadets from Massa- 
nutten Military Academy. 
[hokiebryan71@yahoo.com] 


Mickey Toms won the 50/50 drawing 
at the reunion. Into a container, par- 
ticipants placed five dollars bills with 
their names thereon. At the end of 
Saturday night, Maggie Clarke, the 
daughter of Blaine Clarke, ©72, pulled 


Mickey's five dollar bill from the pot 
which contained neary $600. Mickey 
got half and AMA got half, then 
Mickey donated his half back to AMA, 
less the five dollar bill he had put in. 
Thanks, Mickey. He lives in Cortez, 
[cmtoms@earthlink.com] 


Colorado. 
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served all over the world as a senior 
executive of Motorola before his 
retirement. He holds a number of 
patents, has "two wonderful children" 
and has been married to the same 
lady for 38 years. 
[robtgooch001@msn.com] 


1971 
Mark Femrite couldn't make it to 
the reunion because Sherri was 
having eye surgery. Hope all is 
well. We missed you! Mark and 
Sherri live in Riner near Blacks- 
burg. [mfemrite@aol.com] 


1972 
Doug Driscoll, originally from 
San Marino, California, is now 
living in Columbia City, Indiana 
and says, “/ am getting too old to 
shovel snow." Well, Doug, Spring 
is finally here! 


It was good to see Charlie Roller Livick, 
‘77, back for the reunion. Victor Gomez got 
this shot of him and his wife, Tracey, 
leaving the Saturday lunch in the gym. He 
has Stage 4 cancer but looked good to us 
all. Hang in there, Charlie! 


[doug.whatzup@gmail.com] 


Doug Carter, our faithful AMA 
Museum docent, underwent open 
heart surgery just before the 
reunion. We are pleased to report 


1968 
Gordon Metz underwent shoulder re- 
placement surgery in March. Ouch! It 
was great seeing him at the reunion. 
He is a busy man with his duties as 
Vice President of the National Farm 
Bureau. [gordonmetz@gmail.com] 


1969 
George Reaves sold tickets for the 
Tower of Power at the reunion collect- 
ing $495. Two tickets were drawn 
each evening for fifths of Virginia 
Gentieman which were donated by 
Frank Williamson, °60, and Bev. 

{nailunion@aol.com] 


1970 

George Harris came to the Museum 
on a day when his AMA roommate 
Steve Trent, ~70, was giving tours. 
George is a retired police officer and 
has undergone open heart surgery. 
He and his wife live in Smithfield. He 
is back on our mailing list! 


Bob Gooch lives in Austin and has a 
summer home in New Jersey. He had 


that he is recovering well. Stay 
strong, Doug! 


Stride Coleman let us know that he 

had gone to Texas to visit his mother 

who had a heart attack in late May. 
{larrykcoleman@yahoo.com] 


1973 

Jim Atchison says that the world of 
AMA as we knew it is over. The Belle 
Meade Red Carpet Inn in Harrisonburg 
has become a Motel 6! "/ guess they 
could no longer leave the light on for 
us," says Jim. Peyton Lea, “65, like- 
wise laments the end of Belle Meade: 
"On Thanksgiving Day, we would 
catch a ride there and have a great 
breakfast to start the day. And their 
steaks were great too!” 

[atchisonj@gmail.com] 


1975 
Major General Larry Nicholson will 
remain for another year as the com- 
manding officer of the 1° Marine 
Division at Camp Pendleton, CA. Larry 
is overjoyed at being able to stay with 
troops for another year. On 8 June, he 
completed one phase of his bucket list 
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throwing out the first pitch at a San 
Diego Padres home game. 


John Hash continues to work for an 
engineering firm in Charlottesville. He 
is the former AMA Alumni Treasurer. 
Former Museum Manager Liz Hash is 
in the registration office at James 
Madison University in Harrisonburg. 
They live in Fort Defiance near the old 
railroad station where many an AMA 
cadet for years back boarded a train 
for a four hour ride over uncertain 
rails to the Apple Blossom Festival in 
Winchester. 
[jonnhashhome@yahoo.com] 


1976 
Jim Favors is the owner and general 
manager of Bartenders, Chefs and 
More LLC. He lives in Philadelphia. 
[jimfavors@hotmail.com] 


Jim Mitchell is excited that his son, 
Matt, is soon coming into the family 
restaurant business. (See SPOTLITE, 
p. 52) Jim and Casey came to the 
reunion from Pittsburgh. 
[iim@mitchells. tv] 


1977 
Gene Lewis drove up to the reunion 
from his home in Rocky Mount, North 
Carolina. 
{lewis@lewisadvertising.com] 


Chris Vetick drove down to the re- 
union from Crownsville, Maryland. 
[vetickc@qunet.georgetown.edu] 


Ed Long has a new address in 
Huntersville, NC. His father was the 
ate Paul Long, 51. Ed also came 
oack for the reunion, thanks to the 
irgings of his good friend Jim Mitchell, 
‘76. {edlong5858@yahoo.com] 


1979 
Steve Williamson is now living in 
-eague City, Texas and was on hand 
‘or all the reunion events. 
[sewilliamson13@ev1.net] 


2aul Karch came to the reunion from 
Deerfield Beach, Florida. He played 
jolf on Friday, helped Jack White, 
69, shuck oysters at the Friday re- 
seption and made a presentation on 
‘aising funds at the business meeting. 

[pk12345@yahoo.com] 


In honor of the Zinkhans 


Bill McVey, ‘60, donates 
$10,000 to honor classmate 


Millie and Bill McVey, “60, didn't spend the entire reunion weekend at 
AMA since he was having his 50" anniversary reunion at VMI but during the 
time they were in Fort Defiance, they decided to give AMA a check for 
$10,000 for a restricted use account for museum repair and restoration. 
They made this munificent donation to honor Bill's classmate, Ben Zinkhan, 
and Ben's wife, Joyce. Ben told the McVeys that there is a constant need 
for funds to keep the museum in good physical shape. Before they returned 
home to Texas, Bill and Millie made the 
decision to send the check “to honor 
Ben and his wonderful Joyce." They 
indicated that they want the "principal 
and interest to be used strictly for the 
museum's physical plant upkeep 
including painting, repairs and re- 
placements of heating and air condi- 
tioning units, electrical work, etc." 

Foundation Chairman Blaine Clarke, 
‘72, was profuse in his thanks to the 
McVeys: "They saw a need and they 
met that need. What a wonderful 
tribute to Ben and Joyce who give so 
willingly of their time. Thank you, Bill 
and Millie, for honoring your classmate 
and setting a high mark that other 
alumni and AMA friends can emulate." 

This is not the first time that Bill and 
Millie have shown their generosity 
toward AMA. In 2008, taking advantage of an IRS regulation allowing 
transfer of appreciated stock to a non-profit organization, they made a 
$27,000 gift to the AMA Alumni Foundation. A member of the Roller Socitey 
pledging to give something to AMA after his lifetime, Bill said he "wanted to 
see the good my donation does while | am still here." That 2008 contribution 
was made to honor Bill's aunt and uncle, Ethel McVey Leonard and Robert 
Prescott Leonard. 

McVey graduated from VMI in 1954 and went into Marine Aviation. He 
rose to the rank of major and flew 243 missions in Vietnam having received 
confirmed enemy fire on 73 of them. In all, Bill earned sixteen Air Medals, 
“which was my proudest accomplishment until my beautiful marriage and 
our two terrific children.” oo © 


Bill McVey, 1960 Recall 


1983 

Phil Bentley, Secretary of the Alumni 
Association and Chairman of the AMA 
Legacy Scholarship Committee, won 
two of the four bottles of Virginia Gen- 
tleman in the Tower of Power draw- 
ings. He and Tammy live in Hummels- 
town, Pennsylvania. He is on the staff 
of Penn State University where he is 
“up to his ears" in the management of 
a huge computer program. 

[pbentley@hmc.psu.edu] 


1984 

Chris Meek served two important 
functions at the reunion. First, he was 
the Master of Ceremonies at the 
Founder's Day observance. Then, as 
Chairman of the Roller Society, Chris 
conducted the dedication of laser en- 
graved paver stones in memory of 
those Roller Society members who 
had passed away. (See page 26-27). 
Chris lives in Wilmington, NC. 

[cmeek65@hughes. net] 


Letters to 
the Editor 


General Roller’s passing 

| read the letter from John “Peachy” Schwarzmann, 
‘63, about President Eisenhower's visit to AMA on a 
dreary rainy day. | didn’t remember that because it 
happened in October of 1960 before | came to Augusta. 
(See story on page 34) 

The saddest event in my senior year was General 
Roller’s passing. As | remember, that day was also cold 
and something was falling out of the clouds. 
navy1dad@aol.com Joe Kristek, ‘63 

West End, NC 


Remembering "Punchy”™ Guerrant 

My father-in-law was standing next to Lieutenant 
Morris Guerrant, ‘42, when Guerrant was killed in action 
on the 30" of April 1945. 

My father-in-law was Calvin Henderson and he was in 
B Company, 505" Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82" 
Airborne, Lieutenant Guerrant’s unit. Calvin was a PFC 
and they were advancing over an open area when 
Guerrant was wounded and eventually killed. 

Calvin lived to be 85 and always wondered why he was 
spared when so many others died. April 30 was also the 
day Hitler killed himself but that was no trade for any 
American’s life. 


larry.walther@swri.ord Larry Walther 


Morris Guerrant was known as "Punchy” at AMA since he won 
the South Atlantic Prep Boxing Championship twice. He died 
near Bleckede, Germany on the Elbe River and received the 
Silver Star posthumously for his heroism in advancing against 
the enemy over open terrain, armed only with a pistol and a 
grenade. He had previously received a Bronze Siar for valor. 
Morris was an @v Astra, Captain of the CW Company and 
Secretary of the Student Body. He was elected to the AMA 
Sports Hall of Fame in 2008. 


Jamie Moser, ‘67, was "King of Stuart Hall” 

Jamie passed away in January and he just loved AMA 
and the military structure. His roommates were Alan 
Freez and John May and Colonel Savedge was his 
favorite teacher. 

We took our twelve year old grandson to AMA last 
summer and Jamie showed him where his room was 
explaining that he had only five minutes between reveille 
and being at attention on the tarmac no matter what the 
weather was. He told him about Sunday Dress Parades, 
the Roller Rifles in the Cherry Blossom Festival and 
instructed him on how to secure a corsage on his date’s 
dress so that it would survive dancing all night, 
particularly at the Final Ball. 

We met when | was 15 and he was 16. | said he came 
to AMA to be near me at Stuart Hall but he was very 
proud of AMA. His parents told me how proud he was 


o> 
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when he learned to disassemble and reassemble his 
M-1. 

Jamie was known as "The King of Stuart Hall" 
because he got all of his friends dates with all of my 
friends. We shared great memories of parlor dates, 
formal dances and Ingleside and he knew how to bend 

the rules just enough to give us more time together. 
The ideals that molded Jamie at AMA have been his 
strength throughout his life. 
Nancy (Mrs. Jamie) Moser 
Lake Anna, VA 


Scholarship winner credits her grandfather 
Last year, as a high school senior, | applied for an 
AMA Legacy Scholarship. | was confident that | had put 
my best foot forward 
and had a_ strong 
chance of being 
selected. Then, | 
learned that | had not 
won. 
| was disappointed 
and when the time 
came to apply this 
year, | was hesitant. | 
thought if | had not 
seemed to be 
qualified last year 
then the same con- 
clusion would have 
been reached this 
year. In ail honesty, | 
did not want to be 
turned away twice. 
Finally, | decided | 
would apply but that | would not spend a lot of time on 
the application. But then my mindset changed. Hadn't my 
grandfather taught me that if you don't constantly put 
your best foot forward you don't deserve to enter the door 
at all? 
| became determined to show the reviewers all of my 
aspirations and accomplishments. In securing the scholar- 
ship, | understood better the value of persistent effort. 
The money from the AMA scholarship will help my family 
and enable me to make the most of my time at the 
University of Pennsylvania Wharton School of Business. 
It is difficult to express how grateful | am and how sorry 
that my grandfather did not live to see this day. 
Kaley Suero 
granddaughter of the late Roberto Suero, §47 
Miami, FL 


Kaley Suero 


Charlie Pascale, 69, thanks for Alumni Medal 
Let me say that | was surprised and totally unprepared 
to receive an AMA Alumni Medal at the reunion. 
What | meant to say in accepting this honor is that | did 
so on behalf of many other deserving alumni like Harry 
(continued on page 24) 


ATTENTION: 
Barracks and Grounds 


If you attended R2014, I hope you had fun with classmates and friends and made 
some new friends! If you were unable to attend, you can be sure that you were missed 
and talked about! Hopefully, you can attend next year’s reunion. 


I have asked for this space in Zhe Bayonet to inform you of what was presented and 
discussed at the Friday Night Business Dinner. We are at a critical juncture with our 
Augusta Military Academy organization and that needs attention. It is trite to remind 
you that we are not creating any new alumni and that our Taps listings get longer and 
longer, so in a sense we are being squeezed from two ends at once. 


At the Saturday Founder’s Day ceremony our past Chaplain, Frank Spencer, read 
the names of 43 alumni who had passed away in the last two years. Since the reunion, 
we have received notices of additional deaths. 


The focus of the meeting was to present the two facets of our organization that are 
both in need of attention, human capital and financial capital. We need BOTH! 
These issues are not new but the urgency is. Our new Treasurer, Steve Traylor, has 
an article in this issue outlining the concerns about financial capital. Let me talk about 
human capital. Involvement by the membership must increase. One immediate way to 
help is by volunteering at the Museum. 


- The devoted men who man our museum - Ben Zinkhan, Doug Carter, Goodloe 
Saunders and Charlie Pascale - have done and continue to do a wonderful job but they 
are not getting any younger and are hampered by health issues. What do we do when 
we have no one to provide the public with tours of our museum? The people who 
come to visit are interested in the stories we all have about our experiences at AMA. 
Whether you were there for a year or for seven years, you are a living library of the 
experiences of a cadet at Augusta Military Academy. 


As an aside, Bob Gooch, “73, is developing a program to have alums record an oral 
history of their memories at AMA. Watch for a story in the next issue! 


Lee 
Anyone who loves AMA and lives within a three hour drive of our Museum should 
consider volunteering for a day, a weekend or even a week. Crysta, Ben, Goodloe, 
Doug and Charlie are more than happy to spend some time with you to help you feel 


comfortable giving tours or maybe you can just watch them and contribute to the tour 
with your own stories. 


This can be a fun time if you and some classmates get together, spend some time in 
the museum and then enjoy golf at a local course, go sporting clay shooting or just 
take time to enjoy everything that the beautiful Shenandoah Valley has to offer in any 
season of the year. . 


Obviously, wives or significant others are welcome too. The Holiday Inn has 
agreed to discount rates for AMA Museum volunteers. This is not a long range 
solution but it allows us some breathing space. If our museum is our legacy, I know I 
would prefer, and I believe you would prefer, to have an alumnus give a tour than 
someone who didn’t attend AMA. There was a sign up calendar posted in the dining 
room on Friday night and alums did sign up, but we need more. I plan to volunteer 
in June. 


I must say again, the membership must increase their involvement. In spite of 
nearly nine months of requesting nominations for the Sports Hall of Fame and the 
AMA Alumni Medal in the Bayonet, there were no nominations from the membership. 
If not for the Board of Directors and Board of Trustees there would not have been any 
items in the Silent Auction. Your alumni association cannot continue to survive 
without your help. 


Call the museum 540-248-3007 and talk to Crysta about volunteering. We are also 
convening a membership workgroup in October in Staunton to develop ideas and 
assign responsibilities on ways to improve our financial situation and involvement by 
the membership. Information about this meeting can be found on page 53. 


It must be said that if we cannot turn our situation around through your involvement 
with your alumni association by this time next year, we may need to turn off the lights 
and pat ourselves on the back for what we have accomplished so far. I do NOT 
believe that our alumni will let us down and we can turn things around. 


Ad Astra Per Aspera 
ae 

Blaine Clarke ’72 

Chairman, 

AMA Alumni Foundation 
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Making sense of our dollars 


Every organization has an infinite number of stories and the collection of alumni and old friends from Augusta 
Military Academy is no exception. While we often regale in laughter at our old exploits, current and new endeavors, 
the story less told, less known, and probably less thought about deal with the finances of the organization. ; 


You can make a healthy argument saying all you ever hear from the Foundation is "we need money". Then there is 
generally a followup comment wondering what are the directions and goals of the Foundation? I took on the role as 
Treasurer partly to support Blaine as President, but also to answer questions I had about the finances. While I believe 
we are viable for the moment, I don’t know if we have the longevity to sustain ourselves unless we make some 
dramatic changes to grow the organization within the surrounding communities. 


Potential directions and goals are discussed in two other articles within this edition of the Bayonet. Bear in mind these 
are ideas, suggestions that will hopefully start a myriad of conversations. Regardless of what idea or suggestion may 
or may not be adopted, the conversations must produce outcomes that have to be supported with financial means and 
man hours of volunteers beyond the usual participants. If not, perhaps the decision will be to close out the 
organization altogether. 


My first review concerns revenues only. I will discuss expenses in future Bayonet articles. 


What monies are we receiving and from where? Are there some baseline statistics that give our financial picture more 
context? Below is a schedule which serves to begin the financial discussion of your Foundation. 


Augusta Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc. 
Pro Forma Budget Receipts Analysis | 
December 31, 2014 - December 31, 2018 
2013 «| «2014 | 2015 
3% 


Year | 
Increase | 


Budget $109,955 | $140,000 | $144,200 


| 
| $148,500 | $153,000 
| | 
| | 
| | 


Actual 


Less: Donations 
Chairman's Roundtable 
Future is Now 


$42,700| $42,700 | $42,700 | 
$28,269 | $36,000] $36,000] $36,000 | 
$22,098 | $25,295| $25,295| $25,295 | 
$11,284 | $11,300] $11,300| $11,300 | . $11,300 | 


$200} $200| $200 | $200 | 

$7,500) $7,500| $7,500 | $7,500 | 

$7,242| $7,2a2| $7,242 | $7,242 | 

$2,300 | $2,300] $2,300| $2,300 | $2,300 | 


Scholarship - General 
Charleton Internship 
Interest & Dividends 
Bayonet Income 
Advertising 

Reunion Income 
Pavers 

Afghan Kids / Marines 
Boxin Museum 
Online Donations 


$800 | $800} $800| $800 | $800 | 
$2,171 | $2,171| $2,171] $2,171 | $2,171 | $2,171 | 
$1,550 | $1,550| $1,550/ $1,550 | $1,550 | $1,550 | 
$s40| $840] $240 | $eao | $s4o | 

$754| $754} $754 | $754 | $754 | 

$100| $100) $100 | $100 | $100 | 

$227| $227] $227 | $227 | $227 | 

$138,008 | $148,979| $148,979| $148,979| $148,979| $108,024/ 


Miscellaneous 
Total Income 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| Corporate 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Spillman Scholarship | $10,000 | $10,000} $10,000] $10,000 | , $10,000 | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


$33 $8,979 | sar wars ($4,021)| ($49,576) 


Receipt Surplus / (Deficit) 


The Foundation entered 2013 with a planned budget of $109,955 but actual receipts amounted 
to $138,041. A category review of those receipts revealed $138,008 can be accounted for 
leaving a difference of $33 that for the moment I'll call a surplus. It’s a simple difference to be 
found later, but it illuminated a change to our 2014 budget to include all the income items other 
than the top four categories of Donations, Chairman’s Roundtable, Future is Now and matching 
Corporate contributions. 


Going forward in 2014 under a $140,000 budget we can specifically account for the amounts we 
should receive from the Chairman’s Roundtable, Future is Now program, matching corporate 
grants, the Spillman Scholarship, and Charleton Internship, but it would be a misnomer to state 
or believe all the other revenue categories will receive the same amount of funding year to year. 
Despite that misnomer, | have accounted for all revenue categories based on 2013 receipts and 
left them at their funding levels for 2013. 
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category review of those receipts revealed $138,008 can be accounted for leaving a difference of $33 that for the 
moment IJ’! call a surplus. It’s a simple difference to be found later, but it illuminated a change to our 2014 budget to 
include all the income items other than the top four categories of Donations, Chairman’s Roundtable, Future is Now 
and matching Corporate contributions. 


Going forward in 2014 under a $140,000 budget we can specifically account for the amounts we should receive from 
the Chairman’s Roundtable, Future is Now program, matching corporate grants, the Spillman Scholarship, and 
Charleton Internship, but it would be a misnomer to state or believe all the other revenue categories will receive the 
same amount of funding year to year. Despite that misnomer, I have accounted for all revenue categories based on 
2013 receipts and left them at their funding levels for 2013. 


I think it is fair to say 2013 was the best revenue year for the Foundation in recent years in part due to the Future is 
Now campaign. Interestingly, while only a minority of alumni were willing to commit to a five year plan of 
contributing, the majority that did contribute brought our regular donations to 40% of our donation stream. 

In terms of the total budget, I account for a 3% increase in the total budget year to year beginning in 2015 and 
ending in 2018 because costs are going to rise. I do not have the confidence of increasing the donation amounts year 
to year and have therefore left them flat through 2018. The Chairman’s Roundtable program ends in 2017, the Future 
is Now campaign ends in 2018, I can’t adequately forecast what Corporate contributions may be in the future, but 
hope against hope, I list those figures through 2018. The Spillman Scholarship remains the same but directly funds 
scholarship activities, the Charleton Internship directly funds two interns at the museum, the rest of the revenue items 
are subject to change. We can’t say with any specificity what our interest and dividends will be for a given year; 
what we may receive in Bayonet subscriptions or advertising for any given year; reunion income is entirely dependent 
on attendance and costs of reunion events; while we make money on Pavers a good deal of the proceeds are paid to 
the company that makes the paver itself; Afghan Kids/ Marines grew from when General Nicholson was deployed.to 
Afghanistan; the Box in the museum, Online donations and Miscellaneous are items than cannot be forecast with any 
certainty. 


While it would appear we will operate 2014 at a surplus for both 2014 and 2015, will we? Frankly, that will be 
highly determined by General donations we receive. To that end I will give you a report in the next issue of the 
Bayonet. But to continue, calendar year 2016 is marginal with a surplus of only $479 and again, should General 
Donations fall off, 2016 could be the first year we operate at a deficit. Clearly 2017 and 2018 will operate at deficits 
at ($4,021) and ($49,576) respectively and obviously those years are troubling. 


Despite the “troubling” numbers we have additional simple statistics that shed some hope on our immediate financial 
situation. The schedule to the right is self- ; 

explanatory. While we have an active mailing Active Mailing List 1781 13.46% 
list of 1,781, we have 6,512 former cadets, AOL Online Readers 6 0.20% 
faculty and staff without known addresses. We —_ Foreign Addresses 2 0.17% 
are developing a methodology to find the Known Deceased 1531 11.57% 


SE EE ene cee tat PObADY Dead (Very Eay Classen S138 2366 
P > P P Requested Drop from Mailings 228 1.72% 


methodology we will need a significant 
volunteer base to work that list and secure Unknown Addresses 6512 49.21% 


revenue base. 


The Foundation had $36,000 in pledges through the 
Chairman’s Roundtable program but of that amount only 
$28,269 or 78.53% was collected against the anticipated 
Chairman's Roundtable Collected revenue stream. Was that a clerical error, did someone forget 
Chairman's Roundtable Pledged to make their contribution, or were they unable to for an 
Percentage Collected economic reason? We don’t know, but applying a review 
process and perhaps some deft outreach I can report back 
results to you in the next Bayonet. 
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Similarily, the Future is Now campaign had $25,125 in 


pledges and garnered $22,098 or 87.95% in collections. 


Again, we will review our records and perform an 
outreach and report to you those results. 


Donation Breakdown for 2013 
Chairman's Roundtable 
Future is Now 

Donators 

Total Donating 


Total Active Mailing List 
Donation Percentage 


The schedule at right is a 
simple trend analysis using : ‘ 
2011 as the base year to Becca h 
review our reunion Say EATS 


attendance and Saturday Night 


participation. We had a Trend Percentage 


high attendance in 2011 Friday Dinner 

due to three factors: The Saturday Luncheon 
Fallen Soldier Program, Saturday Night 
Dana Bowman’s parachute 


Future is Now Collected $22,098 
Future is Now Pledged $25,125 
Percentage Collected 87.95% 


The Donation Breakdown for 2013 is also self- 
explanatory. If a typical non-profit organization normally 
experiences a giving rate of between 8 and 12 % we set a 
high standard at 18.47%. While there are 1,781 people 
receiving the Bayonet netting 329 contributors to the 
Foundation that leaves 1,452 potential alumni we would 
love to entertain receiving a donation from on a one-time 
basis or certainly on a continuing basis. 


Reunion Weekend Attendence 2011 


164 
219 
122 61 


100.00% 61.59% 61.59% 36.59% 
100.00% 68.04%  5251% 5297% 
100.00%  6393% 50.00%  6639% 


demonstration and the Roller Rifles Drill and Retirement Ceremony. In the four years shown the trend forward is 
down and the question becomes how do we increase attendance? 


At this juncture, or at least for this article, I did not intend to provide answers, suggestions or set milestones to 
achieve going forward. My goal was to begin to set some facts in the open hoping to spark interest and conversations 
about the future of our Foundation. As I become more familiar with my role, the finances of the Foundation and the 
developing trends, I am cautiously optimistic, with the keyword being "optimistic". In the meantime I welcome your 
questions, comments, and of course your donations and I will endeavor to keep my reports to you informative and 
illuminating with the hope of keeping your Foundation a functional going concern. 


Steve Traylor, ‘72, Treasurer 


This is a question we get repeatedly. If you want to sponsor 
How can I help? something for AMA, here are some opportunities. With each, you 
can create a sponsorship in honor of a classmate, teacher or 


friend. Think about it and let us hear from you. 


Printing one issue of The Bayonet 
Mailing one issue of The Bayonet 
Sponsoring one AMA Legacy Scholarship . $2,000 
Credit card processing fees for a year... $1,300 
Ad in Virginia is for Lovers tourist guide ... $295 


Annual fee for museum security system 

Average monthly electric bill 

Telephone, FAX and internet fee for month . 
Average office supplies per month 

Cost of one archival document storage box . $13 
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2014 Legacy Scholarships awarded 


Three young ladies each received a $2,000 AMA 
Legacy Scholarship at the Reunion Awards Banquet: 
Mary Katlyn Smith, daughter of Albert Smith, ‘66, 
Kaley Suero, granddaughter of the late Roberto 
Suero, ‘47, and Alyssa Morgan Goff, grand- 
daughter of Ben Zinkhan, ‘60. 
The scholarships, established twenty years ago in 
1994, go to the direct descendants of AMA alumni: 
children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, et al, 
including natural, adopted and step. The first single 
scholarship in 1994 was for $1,000 and was funded 
by Clyde Ramsey, ‘49. 
Katlyn Smith attends Virginia Tech and plans to 
enroli at the Maryland-Virginia Veterinary School in Kaley Suero with her grandfather, the 
Blacksburg when she graduates. late Roberto Suero, °47. ‘ 


Kaley Suero is attending the Wharton 
Schoo! of Business at the University of 
Pennsylvnia with the goal of entering the retail 
industry. 
: #4 Alyssa Goff will enter George Mason 
—— Oe YY University in the Fall taking courses in prelaw 
“toward becoming an attorney advocating for 
children. 


Scholarship Chairman Phil Bentley, ‘83, 
presents Katlyn Smith with her scholarship 
certificate. 


Katlyn and Alyssa were at the Awards 
Banquet while Jorge Rovirosa, ‘70, accepted 
for Kaley who could not be present. 

Judging the applications was Dr. Mary 
DeCredico, professor at the U.S. Naval 
Academy and a trustee of the 

AMA Alumni Foundation. 
The Chair of the Scholar- 

S\ (jes ship Committee is 

Phil Bentley, ‘83. 


Alyssa Goff accepts her scholarship. 
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Mary Katlyn Smith, daughter of Albert Smith, 66 - 


This AMA Legacy Scholarship recipient is a student at Virginia Tech. Mary 
Katlyn Smith is the daughter of Albert Smith from the Class of 1966 and she 
also received an AMA Legacy Scholarship last year. 


Mary plans to be a veteri- 
narian and after under- 
graduate studies hopes to 
enroll in the Maryland- 
Virginia Veterinary 
School at Virginia Tech. 


Her college professor 
calls her a good team 
player and one who is 
dedicated to her studies 
and achieving her goals. 
She had a 3.81 GPA in 
her freshman year 
while involving 
herself in many 
OUT Ss. 1 de 
activities. 


,~ | 
- 
LEGACY ScHOLANEIOR 
Mary Katlyn Smith ’ 


Katlyn with her father, Albert Smith, ‘66 


Her father's 

extensive experience in agriculture has guided her into her chosen 
career path. During a six year period she raised goats while twice 
being elected President of her local 4-H Club. Mary was the Vice 
President of the Future Farmers of America in Pulaski County, 
Virginia, President of the Pulaski County High School Club plus a 
member of the National Honor Society. In her junior and senior 
years of high school she attended the Southwest Virginia Governor's 

School placing first in several science fairs. 


During her first year at Tech, she went on a two week “learning abroad’ trip 
to Senegal where she helped instruct in modern farming techniques and 
introduced the 4-H Club to a Sengalese village. 


She will be an officer in the Pre-Veterinary Medical Association when she returns 
to Blacksburg in the Fall. 


Mary Katlyn Smith — 2013 and 2014 receipient of an AMA Legacy Scholarship. 
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Kaley Suero, granddaughter of the late Roberto Suero, 47 


Our third scholarship went to another young lady and she is studying at the Wharton 
School of Finance at the University of Pennsylvania. Kaley Suero is the granddaughter 
of the late Roberto Suero from the Class of 1947. She says that when he was just 

twenty nine, he had to leave 
everything he owned in Cuba 
to come to the U.S. to escape 
the Castro regime but because 
of his time at AMA and his 
proficiency in English he was 
able to do well in life. 


Kaley aspires to enter the 
retail industry after gradua- 
tion. She has attended 
retail conferences in New 
York and Philadelphia and 
has been able to meet many 
entrepreneurs in the 
fashion industry. This 
summer with other 
Wharton students 

she will have a 

retail industry 
introduction in 

Hong Kong and 

will take a 

class at a 

C Hines <¢ 

university. Her 


Sp a Ais A 

professor at 

Penn said that Jorge Rovirosa, ‘70, accepts Kaley’s 
while Kaley en- scholarship award 


tered her class two 
weeks late because of an administrative snafu she ended up with the highest 
grade in either of the two sections — a 97.4. She also commended Kaley on her 
high energy and her total dedication to whatever task is put before her. 


Her granddad passed away two years ago on 20 April (which also happens to be Kaley’s 
birthday). She says she thinks of him every day, saying he taught her to have absolute 
integrity and to never become apathetic or arrogant in your work or in your relations with 
others. The high commendations from her teachers verifies that she has learned this lesson well. 


Kaley Suero — 2014 recipient of an AMA Legacy Scholarship 
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Alyssa Morgan Goff, granddaughter of Ben Zinkhan, ‘60 


The 2014 AMA Legacy Scholarship for leadership went to Alyssa Morgan Goff, 
the granddaughter of Ben Zinkhan from the Class of 1960. 


Alyssa will be attending George Mason University and will major in criminal 
justice with a minor in 
international affairs, all with 
the goal of attending law 

school and becoming a 

child advocate. 


At Robert E. Lee High 
School in Staunton, she 

has a 3.922 GPA while 
enrolled in Advanced 
Placement and Honors 
level classes. 


Alyssa is President 
of the Student 
Council and was 
Vice President 
oe ee Alyssa with her grandparents, Joyce and Ben Zinkhan, ‘60 

the student 


representative to the Staunton School Board and actively involved 
in the Key Club. 


Alyssa mentors high school freshmen, is a member of the varsity 

cross country team and works at the Westwood Animal Hospital, all 

while keeping her grades at a golden level. In her advanced Spanish 
classes, she has been best in her class. 


Her high school principal says that Alyssa always does the right thing 
whether or not anyone is looking. He calls her "The Best of the Best" with 
outstanding character. 


She gives great credit to her "Papa Ben" teaching her not to hold back from what 
she wants to do. She reminds everyone that Ben has had five heart attacks, but 
his positive attitude keeps him a happy and healthy man. A model for her! 


Alysssa Morgan Goff — 2014 recepient of an AMA Legacy Scholarship 


Following the trail of ashes 
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Tracing the route of "The Burning" 150 years later 


Acting on direct orders from General Grant, Phil 
Sheridan came to the Shenandoah Valley in the Fall of 
1864 with a singular mission: destroy crops, barns, 
mills and even homes to deny supplies to General 


ee's Army defending Richmond. General George 


Custer was sent to Fort Defiance where he and his 
troops turned north down the Valley Pike burning as 


they went. 


At Reunion 2014, AMA alumni followed the trail of 
ashes from Fort Defiance to Lacey Spring just north of 
Harrisonburg. They visited one of the first places 


visited by Custer's troops, Belvidere, 


the home of 


Thomas McCue, a distant relative of Colonel Cy 


Belvidere near Fort Defiance 


crete distance. The tour, led by 
Bev and Frank Williamson, “60, 
traveled through Bridgewater 
and Dayton where Custer's men 
had gone before, sowing deso- 
lation in their path. 

The Heritage Museum in 
Dayton is a deceptively large 
and impressive site with pro- 
fessional displays of the town's 
history including the Civil War 


period. A museum docent stood before a huge map of the 
Valley explaining Stonewall Jackson's striking Valiey 
Campaign where his limited forces were able to relocate 
hastily keeping many times his number of Northern troops 
occupied and thus away from the forces attacking the Con- 


federate capital at Richmond. 


In Bridgewater, the AMA contingent visi 
grist mill which survived the War desp 


torched twice. 


The tour visited the site where CSA 
Ashby died and where a Union lieutenant named Meigs had 
been killed which very nearly resulted in t 


McCue. 
soldiers 


Yankee 
started 


fires in the house 
which were snuf- 
fed out by slaves 
following at a dis- 


Wine tasting at Barren Ridge Winery 


Dayton by his furious commanding officer. 


The tour 


action took place 


concluded at Lacey Spring just north of 
Harrisonburg where George Armstrong Custer's last cavalry 
in December of 1864. At Lacey Spring is 
the site where President Abraham Lincoln's father had been 
born and where the house of Abraham B. "A.B." Lincoln, 
the great-grandfather of Bob Bradford, “50, is located. In 
that house Bob's grandmother, Lucy Knox Lincoln, was born. 


ted an operating 
ite having been 


General Turner 


he destruction of 


5 
) 


_ < ai 
SAVED FROM THE FIRES - Inside Belvidere, the McCue 
house which escaped destruction in 1864 despite the fact 
that Union soldiers set several fires inside the structure. 


Before returning to the Holiday 
Inn, the group lunched at the Wood 
Grill in Harrisonburg where reunion 
goers dined a few years back. The 
food was exquisite and plentiful. 

On the way back home, the motor 
coach made a stop at one of the up 
and coming Virginia wineries, Barren 
Ridge. The sommelier and owner 
offered a number of varieties which 
were marked high by the AMA folk. 

Rain fell intermittently during the 
tour but did not dampen the spirits 
of those who took the trip. 

Thanks again to Frank and Bev! 


The Dayton Museum has a map showing 
the important parts of the Valley Campaign. 
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The 1991 Basketball Team — THe AMA Sports Hall of Fame 


THe ~70 basketball team went into THe Hall in 2010 and this year we induct 
THe Hoopsters from 19%1 — coached by Jerry Claiborne — one of THE 
coaches who is in THe AMA Sports Hall of Fame. JERRY'S 1991 TEAM WON THE 
Military School CHampionship and went TO Glenn Falls, New York To play 
in THe EASTERN TOURNAMENT WHERE THEy CAME iN THiRd but TOOK five of THE 
SEVEN MAJOR TROPHIES GIVEN. 


THe Blue and White played seventeen GAMES iN 1991 ANd 
lost only TO THE STRONG UNiversity of VirGinia FROsH. 


Twice, They beat Greenbrier, THe first time by THREE Points 

ANd THe second by sixteen. THey bombed Hargrave Twice by fiffeen point 
MARGINS ANC defeated Massanutten by fifty-four points in ONE GAME ANC 
NINETEEN iN THE SECON. They beat Fork UNiON Two Times with double fig 
Wins ANd WON Over Fishburne, Spotrswood, Woodberry Forest ANd THE 
VMI freshmen. 


Players Gave full credit To Coach Claiborne Who, in just His SECON SEASON, 
pulled EVERYTHING TOGETHER 
TO PROCUCE A WINNER. 


a= The members of THAT TEAM, 

pictured at lef, were Co- 

_ cApTains Bob Camel and 

Vince Cialini, HiGH SCORER 

» Vic BRUNO WHO accounted 

for 208 points, Harry Tull, 

Ben AnGle, Paul Sposito, Al 

Boynton, Don’ THomas, 

Bob Beaver, JOHN Collins and Art ScriveNnor, plus MANAGERS Mike Maynard 
aNd Bill FirebauGh. 


(Incidentally, BEN ANGle is THE ONLy PERSON To be inducted into THE Sports 
Hall of Fame Twice, His Having been elected On His Own because of His 
prowess in lacrosse AT AMA and His Record SETTING TIMES AS A TRACK MAN 
for VMI) 
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Ken Hoke, ‘54, Ray Marcantoni, ‘70, and 1951 
basketball team enter AMA Sports Hall of Fame 


Two stud athletes and an entire basketball team were inducted into the AMA Sports Hall of Fame during Reunion 2014. 
Ken Hoke, “54, was the quarterback of the 1953-54 football team in the year after AMA de- 

emphasized football with no more players headed for college doing one PG year at Augusta. 

The team still played the big boys and Ken excelled though the team had a losing record. 
Ray Marcantoni, *70, was the captain of every team he played on including JV and 

varsity football, lacrosse and wrestling. He lettered in wrestling for six of the seven years he 

was at Augusta, in lacrosse for four years and in wrestling for three often being All Military. 
The 1950-51 varsity basketball team, coached by Jerry Claiborne, won the Military School 

Championship and went to the Eastern Tournament in Glenn Falls, NY where they took five of the 

seven major trophies awarded. The Blue Streaks were undefeated except for a single loss to the UVA freshman team. 
The new Hall of Famers were inducted by Frank Williamson, “60, at the Saturday reunion luncheon . 


Above, left, Al Boynton defends as 
the AMA 1950-51 Blue and White 
tramples Massanutten 85-31. 
Above, right, Ken Hoke, ~54, goes 
for a short gain against Roanoke 
Catholic with AMA the winner 14-0. 
Right, the co-captains of the 1969- 
70 football team: Dan Caldarelli, 
Wayne Trotter, Bruce Reyngoudt 
and our latest AMA Hall of Famer, 
Ray Marcantoni. 
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Ken Hoke from the Class of 1994. 


Those who attended AMA Right after World War Two THROUGH 1992 saw 
our football teams win several State Championships As well As WINNING THE 
Orchid Bowl Prep National Championship GAmMe twice. THROUGH THe 1992 
SEASON, COLLEGES SENT RECRUITS TO AMA To play ONE MORE post High school 
YEAR before COMING TO College. ANd AMA played TouGH Teams, 

NOT ONIy AREA Military ACAdEmies, but THe FRESHMAN TEAMS 

FROM ViRGiNiA, VIRGiNiA Tech, VMI, WasHiNGTON ANC Lee 

ANC West ViRGINiA. 


calls “just REGUIAR Cadets.” ANd WE GOT 
THumMped, As Ken played quarterback 
© All seASON iN spite of A brain 
CONCUSSION ANC A TORN LiGAMENT WHicH 
still affects Him Today. He was voted 
THE OUTSTANCING ATHLETE ON THE TEAM. 


Ken wrestled for four years ANd was 
= TEAM CApTAIN His SENIOR YEAR. HE CAME 
m in second at the state finals in 

Charlottesville and continued 

wrestling AT NorTH Carolina placing 

SECON in THE ACC championships. HE 

WAS CADTAIN Of THE UNC wrestling TEAM 


His SENIOR YEAR. 
Ken, playing defense, breaks up a pass y 
intended for the Miller School RECEIVER ; : 
Ken Hoke also was ON THE STARTING five 


ON THe AMA Golf TEAM. 


At Home, Ken Helped to form A wrestlinG PROGRAM WHich morphed into 
THe best High school wrestling in NortH Carolina. 


Ken played his Heart out WHEN THe Odds were long... ANd While he didn’t 
win A lot of Games, HE WON THe DIGGER prize: THE pride in KNowiNG He Had 
done his best. 
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Ray Marcantoni, 70 — The AMA Sports Hall of Fame 


Ray atreNded Auqusta for Seven YEARS ANd ended up As THE captain of every 
TEAM He played on — Peep football, JV football, varsity football, lacrosse 
ANC wrestTliNG. 


He lettered in wrestling for six years, in football for THREE yeARS ANC iN 
lacrosse for four years. As A SOpHOMORE, HE was selected for 

THe First StrRING All State LacROSSE TEAM, AN HONOR HE 

REpeATEd iN EACH Of THE NEXT TWO YEARS. 


IN football, Ray played On both offense and CefeNse As 
most players did THEN. 
Playing Peep football, He led two 
CHAMpiON TeAMs ANC lost just TWO GAMES iN A 
THREE YEAR SPAN. Ray eARNed AT least THREE 
atHletic lerrers for four CONSECUTIVE YEARS. HE 

was AN All Military Conference football player 

foR THREE YEARS. 


His sponsor, Nicky Syropoulos, says That Ray 
Ray was THe standard To which most OTHER 

S| athletes aspired. Ray was A TENACIOUS player ANC 
A physical force following in the footsteps of 
ANOTHER AMA Hall of Famer, All AMericAN Jim 
”Rosie” StillwaGon. 


Nick says That “Ray Ray” was aNyTHinG but A 
_- Barracks rat. He was always out doing some- 
“&  thing physical, trying To live up To all of the 
a y GREATS who played for the Baltimore Colts. 


WHeN Ray went TO THe UNiversity of Maryland, 

Ray suits up for lacrosse, 1970 He played with An intensity equal TO what He 

exhibited at AMA, but He married and lef 

scHool before finishing four seasons. Today, Ray Ray is Active iN youTH 
Sports ANd Mixed MARTIAL ARTS. 
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Tribute to Jack Manch, ‘38 


WW Il Doolittle Raiders offer final toast 


As reported in the Fall 2013 Bayonef, the last survivors 


of the World War Two Doolittle Raid on Tokyo attended a | 


final reunion at the U. S. Air Force National Museum in 
Dayton, Ohio at Wright Patterson AFB. 


There, Doolittle's co-pilot, 98 year old Richard Cole, }.= 


opened an 1896 cognac, bottled the year that General 
Doolittle was born. As he did, the names of the 80 airmen 
who took part in the raid were read, including that of the 
late Jack Manch, ~38. Manch co-piloted the third B-25 off 
the deck of the USS Hornet, all 80 of the fliers knowing that 
they would be unlikely to land on friendly Chinese airfields 
after having dropped their bomb's on Japan's capital city. 

The original plan would have had the carrier much closer 
to the Japanese mainland but the task force had been 
discovered by a Japanese fishing boat. Despite the risks in- 
volved, Doollittle ordered the 16 bombers to take off ten 
hours earlier than planned and 650 miles from Japan. All 
completed the bombing raid but four crash landed, eleven 
crews bailed out and one crew made it to Russia where 
they were interned until the end of the war. Jack Manch 
bailed out and was returned to American lines by friendly 
Chinese troops. 

Only four Doolittle Raiders are alive at this writing: Cole, 
Robert Hite, Edward Saylor and David Thatcher. Hite was 
not strong enough to make the trip to Dayton but the 
others were there for the final toast. 

In 1959, the Raiders were presented with silver goblets, 
each bearing the name of one of the 80 who flew on the 
mission. At each of the past reunions, surviving Raiders 
would conduct a ceremony in which, after toasting the 
Raiders who had died since their last meeting, they would 
turn the deceased men's goblets upside down. 

Jack Manch's goblet was turned upside down in 1958 
after he died while steering his crippled jet away from the 
Las Vagas residential area. He was 39. 

Two years passed after the Doolittle Raid before U. S. 
aircraft bombed Japan again. 


Safeway, Inc, a very significant 
contributor to AMA, receives 
Department of Defense Award 


Safeway, Inc, one of the nation's largest supermarket 
chains, has received the 2013 Secretary 
of Defense Employer Support Award, 
the nation’s highest honor given to 
employers for their exceptional support 
of National Guard and Reserve em- 
ployees. Each year, Safeway makes a 
five figure contribution to the AMA 
Alumni Foundation to support our pro- 
grams giving aid and comfort to active 
duty and recently deployed military personnel. 

Safeway was one of 3,000 companies nominated for the 


SAFEWAY @9. 


DOOLITTLE RAID SURVIVORS at Wright Patterson AFB 
for their last reunion. L. to r., seated, SSGT David 
Thatcher, LTC Richard Cole and LTC Edward Saylor. LTC 
Robert Hite was too ill to attend. Below, the bottle of 
1896 cognac and the 80 goblets representing each 
American flier who took part in the raid. Jack Manch’s 
cup is in the far left cabinet, fast goblet in the third row. 


award from which six companies were selected. Safeway 
was singled out for its commitment to giving veterans 
employment opportunities and protecting their jobs and 
seniority while they are on active duty.Ten years ago, 
Safeway was one of the first companies to cover the pay 
differential and extend full benefits to 
employees in the Reserve and National 
Guard who are called to active duty. 
Last year, Safeway hired more than 
1,500 veterans, a feat they also accom- 
plished in 2012. The company also 
raised more than $2 million for the 
Wounded Warrior Project. 

Augusta Military Academy and its 
alumni salute Safeway for helping those who protect our 
freedoms and for supporting the AMA Foundation. 


Silent Auction offered 
unique opportunities 


A piece of coal from the wreck of the Titanic. A week on 
Key West and at a mountain retreat. Coffee table books on 
The Appalachian Trail, the Homes of the Presidents and 
the NFL. Tool sets, golf balls, an HO gauge Norfolk and 
Western locomotive. 

And a metal sign which sparked a lot of interest! 


KEY WEST - Carl Riedell, ‘63, will be traveling down from 
Massachusetts to spend a week at a beautiful property on 
Key West owned by Jorge Rovirosa, ‘70, and Kiki. Carl had 


the high bid of $550 at the Silent Auction. 


These are a few of the items offered at the annual Silent 
Auction during the reunion weekend. 

The sign was a no trespassing sign which indicated that 
the property owner possessed both a gun and a front 
loader. Stride Coleman, ~72, got it for $100! 

Carl Riedell, “63, pictured, above, had the top bid of 
$550 for a lovely property at Buttonwood Bay on Key West 
owned by Jorge Rovirosa, ~70, and Kiki. Alex Wattay, 
“53, bought a weekend at the Virginia Beach home of 
Frank Williamson, “60, and Bev. Brenda (Mrs. Gordon, 
*68) Metz's bid won a week at a Carroll County, VA retreat 
which was offered by Al Smith, “66. 

The piece of coal from the wreck of the Titanic with its 
accompanying certificate of authenticity went to Alice (Mrs. 
Fred, ~58) Womer. She was also the top bidder on an 
antique toy metal bus. 

Blaine Clarke, *72, had the best offer for a copy of The 
Burning, an out of print book detailing the Union Army's 
destruction of the Shenandoah Valley in 1864. A Stanley 
tool chest also went to Blaine while Rick Smail, °67, had 
the top bid for a 201 piece Stanley tool set. 

Sandra (Mrs. Buddy, °57) Krise bought an operating HO 
Norfolk and Western passenger locomotive and a display 
case. Phil Bentley, ~83, Ron Harris, 66, and Riedell won 
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HELP FOR HOKE - Two of Ken’s 1954 classmates join- 
ed him at the reunion where Ken was inducted into the 
AMA Sports Hall of Fame. Flanking Ken are John Fitts 
and Pat Stanton. 


golf balls. Several coffee table books were offered: Anne 
(Mrs. Luke, “60) Snyder had the best offer for "Houses of 
the Presidents," Nancy (Mrs. John, 67) Botcheller had 
the top bid for "The Appalachian Trail" while Brett 
Thompson, °75, bought a volume titled "Guts and Glory" 
about the National Football League. 

Kathy (Mrs. Hugh, 58) Harmon got an overnight stay 
at the Staunton Holiday Inn and a pair of Maui Jim sun- 
glasses. Mickey Toms, ~67, outbid all others for a 
statuette of Robert E. Lee, Brenda Metz got a candlestick 
phone fitted with push buttons and Al Smith had the best 
offer for a bottle of Crown Royal. 

We thank sincerely all who made bids whether or not 
they were successful. And we also thank sincerely those 
alumni and AMA friends who made items available for the 
Silent Auction. 

It is not too early for you to be thinking what you might 
put in the auction at our next reunion. You can see that 
there was an eclectic assortment of offerings this year. Be 
thinking about it! 


Contributors to the Silent Auction 


Anne and Luke Snyder, ‘60 = Kiki and Jorge 
Rovirosa, ‘70 m Albert Smith, ‘66 =» Bev and 
Frank Williamson, ‘60 = Paul Karch, ‘79 » 
Steve Trent, ‘70 m Staunton Holiday Inn » Paul 
Poluito, ‘73 = Mickey Toms, ‘67 m= Kathy (Mrs. 
Hugh, ‘58) Harmon m Scott Travers, ‘70 = Bob 
Bradford, ‘50 


Many thanks to all of you! 
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Letters 

from page 7 

Campbell and Jeff 
Wenzel who have yet 
to receive a medal 
and who have made 
contributions to the 
AMA _ organizations 
far greater than mine. 

i do really enjoy 
helping out at the 
museum and | enjoy 
working with the 
computer systems 
there and am usually 
able to muddle 
through even though 
my tech skills con- 
tinue to get more 
obsolete daily in 
retirement. "Minding 
the store" and doing the occasional 
tour is enjoyable too and | am told 
that in the PX | am the best shirt 
folder there is, hands down! 

Bottom line: | have FUN helping 
out. Thanks again for selecting me. | 
am honored to receive the medal. 

Charles Pascale, ‘69 
alphae@rica.net Harrisonburg, VA 


Thanks for VMI Scholarship 

| cannot begin to express my appre- 
ciation for your contribution to the VMI 
Foundation. This enabled me to get a 
significant scholarship which relieved 
my parents of their concern about the 
financial commitment of my becoming 
a VMI cadet. With your help, | am now 
a fourth classman! 

"Breakout" was in February so | am 
no longer a "rat." | am hoping to have 
rank as a corporal next year and hope to earn 
academic stars for having a GPA of more than 3.5 
which is not easy for a civil engineering major. | have 
applied for a three year Army scholarship and | hope 
to have good news about that soon. 

Although graduation is a few years away, | know it 
will seem like the blink of an eye. | hope to be 
commissioned as a second lieutenant in the Army in 
either the Corps of Engineers or the Ordnance Corps. 
These branches are most interesting to me and it 
either | think | can make practical use of my civil 
engineering degree. | am extremely excited to see 
what opportunities VMI and the Army will present me 
over these next three years. 

Thank you again for your much appreciated support. 

Cadet Natalie Carroll 
Lexington, VA 


AT FOUNDER’S DAY - Colonel Mal and Linda Roller Livick watch the Founder’s Day 
ceremonies in the company of VMI Cadet Natalie Carroll, a recipient of a Robert Spilman, 
‘45, scholarship administered by the AMA Alumni Foundation. Below, blue skies and fluffy 
clouds provided the perfect setting for the sharp VM! Color Guard. 


4 
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HONOR GUARD - The Confederate reenactor Honor Guard 
fires a salute to Confederate Veteran Professor Roller. The 
reenactors had a small encampment in front of Big Barracks 
showing what a solder’s life was like 150 years ago. 
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Founder's Day 2014 - Augusta Stone Church Cemetery 


Founder's Day Chairman Chris Meek, “83, lauded 
Professor Charles S. Roller, Sr. who, just four months 
after the Civil War ended, began to teach Confederate 
veterans in a no longer existing building next to the 
Augusta Stone Church. 

"Augusta Military Academy has had a profound 
impact on each and every one of us," Meek said, "and 
we owe our successes to the vision and mission set 
forth by Professor Roller and his sons, Colonel Tom 
and General Charles Roller, Jr." 


A Confederate reenactor Honor Squad fires a salute to AMA's 
founder and Civili War veteran Charles S. Roller, Sr. 


AMA Foundation Chairman Blaine Clarke, ‘72, and 
Association President Steve Trent, ‘70, as Taps was 
played by a fantastic VMI bugler. 


Remarking on the 150" anniversary of the Civil War, 
Meek said, "We remember the terrible war to preserve 
the union. It took place on battefields far and near and 
before AMA was founded the Valley witnessed hun- 
dreds of skirmishes and battles, many of which took 
place in Rockingham and Augusta Counties." 

“Professor Roller saw these horrors and he wanted 
to give the return- Founder’s Day Chairman Chris Meek *} 
ing boys an op- awaits the arrival of the VMI Color 
portunity to com- Guardand the Reenactor Honor Guard. 
plete their edu- 
cations and move from the war with dignity and respect, that 
same dignity and respect we all took away after walking 
across the stage in the gym." 

Meek asked that as the wreath was laid to honor Professor 
Roller so should it honor those cadets who passed from our 
barracks onto the battlefields of Europe and Asia to keep the 
world safe for democracy. "/t matters not if they were in the 
First World War, World War Two, Korea, Vietnam, Iraq or 
Afghanistan, the sacrifices they made preserved our right to 
gather here today." 

Chaplain Frank Spencer, ‘49, read the names of those 
whose deaths were reported to us since the last reunion 
followed by Taps and a rifle salute from the Confederate 
reenactor unit. 


@® ® ® @® @ 


Above, left, Joan Mahone lays a rose for her late husband, Colonel Worthington Mahone, ‘42 
Above, right, Ed Click, ‘50, salutes his friend Ed Chauncey, ‘49 


Below, Brett Thompson, ‘75, honors Noelle Nicholson, the mother of Brett’s classmate, 
MG Larry Nicholson, ‘75 


rm Roller Society 


The Roller Society honors those who have given to AMA 
after their lifetimes. This is such an important part of our 
future. As our alumni pass away or we lose them on our 
mailing list, it is the commitment of the Roller Society 
which keeps the mission of the AMA Alumni Foundation 
moving forward. 


Roller Society Chairman Chris Meek, 83, says he hopes 
our alumni and friends will find value in our mission and 
in the Roller Society. The mission is to memorialize AMA 
and its commitment to education long after the fast 
alumnus leaves this world. The fulfilled commitments by 
the members of the Roller Society assure this. Please put 
the AMA Alumni Foundation in your will or other bequest. 
You don't have to tell us what is your commitment but tell 
us that you have made a commitment and want to be 
listed on the Roller Society roster. And don't forget fo tell 
your loved ones about your decision! 


i\ rem ers NL) sala 


MELNIN 
ALPER, ‘39 
Beste 


MCHOLSON’ 


2013 


Roller Society Paver Garden 


In front of the Museum and overlooking the 

Memorial Gymnasium is the Roller Society 

Paver Garden. Here in perpetuity those who 

remembered AMA after their lifetimes are 

- = honored with laser cut pavers. At each 

| om “ reunion, Roller Society members who passed 

Pratiiectibith can Mee Cnc away since the last reunion are honored by 

WORTHINGTON - having a family member or friend place a 

i WAHONE “43s rose on their paver before it is permanently 
20S installed in the Paver Garden. 


Below, left, Hal Walters’ soulmate, Nancy Booth, places a rose on Hal’s paver 


Below, right, Angus Hines, ‘42, honors his friend, Dr. Mel Alper, ‘39 
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—).). “Two earn AMA Alumni Medals 


: 
: 
; 


Mirs. Helen Charleton, the widow of William Curtis Charleton, 1915, who 
has endowed the AMA Internship Program in her late husband's memory, and 
Charles Pascale, “69, who gives of his time and resources to keep our 
computer programs working were awarded AMA Alumni Medals in ceremonies 
at Reunion 2014. Each year, individuals are singled out for this honor because 
of time and financial commitments to AMA. The 2014 recipients are profiled on 
the following two pages. 


Past recipients of the AMA Alumni Medal 


HALL OF FAME - Frank Williamson, 
‘60, inducted new members of the 
AMA Sports Hall of Fame at the 
Saturday reunion luncheon. 


Joseph Salicrup, 31* 
Col. Will Parkins, 35* 
Julian Quarles, ~35 
Bill Gray, ©37* 

Mickey Gordon, 39* 
V. P. Leavel, ~39* 
Bobby Rhea, ~47* 
Paul Bratton, ~48* 

Ed Chauncey, 49 
Jim Councill, 49 
Clyde Ramsey, 49 
Frank Spencer, “49 
Bob Bradford, 50 

Ed Click, “50 

Jim Starnes, 50 

Hap Starr, -51* 
Tommy Simmons, ~52* 
Ozzie Ferro, 53 
Ronnie Mahanes, °53* 
Bob Harris, 54 
Parker Ward, ~54* 
Goodloe Saunders, °57 
Jerry Wildman, ~57 
Duke Fancher, 58 
Terry Snow, ~58* 
Dave Conrad, ~59 
George Holt, 60 

Bill Mariner, “60 

Luke Snyder, 60 
Frank Williamson, “60 
Ben Zinkhan, 60 
Bruce Nicholson, 62 
Bob Hume, 63 

Greg Pearce, 65 

Mac McInnis, 67 
Rick Smail, 67 

Nicky Syropoulos, ~67 


Gordon Metz, 68 
Victor Gomez, 69 
Charlie Pascale, 69 
B. J. d'Orsay, 70 
Gary Nicholson, ~70* 
Jorge Rovirosa, ~70 
Steve Trent, “70 
Garry Granger, °71 
Doug Carter, 72 
Tom DelValle, °72 
Steve Pearson, 72 
Chuck Pennock, ~72 
Bruce Strange, 72 
Steve Traylor, 72 
Norvell West, 84 
Mrs. Helen Charteton 
Chief Chester Cole* 
Dr. Mary DeCredico+ 
Rev. Greg Douglas 
Chuck Foley“ 
Hilton Roller Grasty* 
Bruce Hemp“4 
Sgt. Joe Josephson* 
John Maragon*“* 
Sue Messerley ++ 
Coach Bill Ralph* 
Sgt. Don Studer 
Joyce Zinkhan 
(Mrs. Ben, 60) 
* Deceased 
“ Missouri Military 
Academy 
44 Fort Defiance High 
School 
AAA Fishburne Military 
School 


+ Foundation Trustee 
++ Mid Valley Press 


What can I do to help AMAP We hear that asked 
so often. We have two essential needs: people and 
money. Can you give one or the other? Volunteer at 


FAVORITE FOTO - John Botcheiler, 
‘67, says this is his favorite picture of 
his mother, Rose, who passed away 
earlier this year. John is shown re- 
ceiving his @i Astra pin at finals. 


the Museum if you live within a two hour drive of 
Fort Defiance. Or please write a check if you believe. 


2014 AMA Alumni Medal 


Mrs, Helen Charleton 


Mrs. Charleton did not attend AMA... 

but her husband did. He graduated 

from AMA nearly a hundred years 

ago. William Curtis Charleton was in a 
the Class of 1915. Dut in perspec- i> 
tive... he oraduated from AMA 

before Big Barracks was built. 


Charleton went on to have a very 

successful career in the paper 

business and passed away in 1088. 

Now... his widow has endowed a 

program which is of tremendous Mrs. Helen Charleton with her nephew Uohn Botcheller, °67 
importance to our museum and to 

our operations in general. Helen Charleton visited our museum in uly of 20Il... and began conversations 
with her nephew... John Botcheller from the Class of “67... and his wife... Nancu. Mrs. Charleton wanted 
to do something that would help meet the financial and human resource needs of the AMA Museum... 
$0 impressed was she with what she saw. She thought of scholarships but finally came up with the 
idea of underwriting an intern program at the museum. 


For the next twenty years... the William Charleton Internships will provide 
five thousand dollars a@ year... for deserving students attending area 
institutions of higher learning. In addition... there will be five hundred dollars 
a year for adminitrative support. In this first year... we were privileged to 
have two interns from Bridgewater College. Having these energetic and 
willing hands available has meant a world of difference to our museum. 


An AMA Alumni Medal was given to Mrs. William “Helen” Charleton. 


Accepting was her nephew... John Botcheller from the Class of 1967 


ZUI4 AMA Alumni Medal 
Charles "Charlie” Dascale, “69 Dee, | } 


Charlie Pascale is almost single handedly responsible for keeping our 
Museum computer system humming. When a donor offered to buy 
us a new computer... Charlie outfitted us with a top-of-the-line 
customized box which would have cost us much more had we 
ordered from a brand name supplier. 


Not only does he make periodic and prolonged visits to Fort 
Defiance to work on our computers... but he is "on call” 
whenever we have a computer problem. 


Much of the museum and reunion work is done on the computer... 
and when it malfunctions or goes down... that important work 
comes to a halt. Everyone knows what it’s like in your business 
or at your home when a computer misbehaves. We often have to “= 


call someone in to fix the problem... and pay a pretty penny for  charie Pascale with his AMA Medal certificate 
the service we get. awarded by Foundation Chairman Blaine Clarke 


Charlie is quickly on the scene at the museum... addresses the problem... solves the problem... and goes 
on his Way with only our gratitude in his pocket. 


In addition, Charlie is a dedicated Museum volunteer... cheerfully giving his 
time... and giving visitors access to his experiences as an AMA cadet. 


The AMA Museum Executive Director Crysta Stephenson was asked what we 
would do without Charlie Dascale... and she said "we would be in a fix in 
a hurry.” 

Thank you, Charlie! 


Charlie Pascale from the Class of 1969... 
winner of a 2014 AMA Alumni Medal 
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THE GENERAL’S GRANDDAUGHTER- 
Linda Roller Livick looking so lovely at 
the Saturday Banquet. 


STS 


~~ 
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De RENN 
FROM HOUSTON - Captain Bill Keller, 


‘62, USN, Retd and his wife, Joan, 
came to the reunion from Houston. 


BEAUTIFUL DAUGHTER, PROUD DAD 
« Blaine Clarke, ‘72, had his favorite 
girl with him for the reunion. Daughter 
Maggie won the hearts of all who met 
her in short order. Please come back, 
Maggie. You too, Blaine!! 


150 YEARS AGO - The Battle of Spotsylvania was fought in the Rapidan- 
Rappahannock area of central Virginia 8-21 May 1864, a century and a half 
ago. Civil war reenactors Mark Femrite, ‘71, second from left, and Nicky 
Syropoulos, ‘69, center, took part in a reenactment of the conflict. They were 
joined by Victor Gomez, ‘69, left, and Steve Traylor, ‘72, right, with his wife, 
Flordeliza. 


Aa 444P 


TARHEEL VISIT - Lee Lewis, ‘77, and his family visited the AMA Museum 
on their way from Rocky Mount, NC to the Wintergreen Resort in Afton. 
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Wineland's Wings:" where did they come from? 


When he was 14 years old, Fred Wineland, ~43, started 
taking flying lessons. When he came to AMA, his father 
asked one of the Roller Brothers if he could continue flight 
training while a cadet and arrangements were made that 
Fred would board the Staunton bound bus on 
Mondays and be dropped off at the Staunton 
Airport where he would have 
several hours to practice flying. 

His father's family owned a 
chain of movie theaters in Northern 
Virginia, Maryland and the District of 
Columbia and was thus able to fund Fred's 
flight training. But after a year at AMA, Fred 
found a girl he liked back home in Washington 
and he left Augusta to graduate from a DC high school in 
1944. With World War Two underway, he hoped to fly for 
the Army or the Navy. The Army turned him down but the 
Navy welcomed him but when he told 
them he wanted to be a pilot, they 
said they had plenty of pilots and 
assigned him as a gunner on a fleet 
tugboat. 

Got the wings from Hoover 

Fred roomed in 318 and was the 
assistant bugler, a responsibility he 
also had in the service. He was on 
the fencing team and before he left at 
the end of the “43 school year, then 
Captain Hoover presented him with 
a set of wings with the letters "AMA" 
displayed vertically between the 
wings. Needing to brush up on 
algebra, Fred went to Captain 
Deane's Camp Kannata that summer 
and came home with a Camp 
Kannata Medal, the first one that our 
Museum Executive Director Crysta 
Stephenson had ever seen. 

Where did those AMA wings come from? !n the mid 
“40's, there was a U.S. Navy Air Cadet training unit housed 
on the campus. These Navy personnel were housed in the 
frame barracks behind the Mess Hall (variously the CW 
Barracks and later the Band Barracks). They ate in the 
Mess Hall but not with AMA cadets. They drilled on the 
Parade Ground but not when AMA cadets were drilling. 
Says Fred, "The two groups did not mix. They had strict 
rules of nonfraternization with AMA students and we had 
the same rules." 

Fred never wore the AMA wings on his uniform and 
doesn't think the Naval Cadets did either. "! thought that 
AMA was planning some sort of pilot training program of 
their own and that these wings were created for that 
purpose. | thought Captain Hoover had given them to me 
because he liked me!" 

As far as can be told, no such unit was ever created. 

Dr. George “Boots” Solan, ~43, remembers the Naval 
cadets too. "They stayed in the wooden barracks building 


Fred Wineland on a 
AMA Museum. 


behind the Mess Hall. The two groups pretty much stayed 
away from each other. The Aviation Cadets would exercise 
in the gym in the evening and | would sneak out of 
barracks to go swimming with them. | think they trained at 
the Staunton Airport but they may have flown out of 

the airport in Verona.” Boots says the flyers were 

‘jovial, upbeat and had high 

morale. They wore olive or 

green uniforms and spent lots 
of time flying Piper Cubs. They 
likely were in either the V-12 or V-7 
program, probably V-7 which trained 
Naval aviators." 
Fred Wineland's World War Two career 
ended off the coast of Okinawa when Japan surrendered. 
His ship sailed to China, the Philippines and Kwajalein 
before taking in tow a vessel which had been heavily 
damaged by a tidal wave. After 
towing that ship to Hawaii, Fred's 
boat continued on tO San Diego 
where he caught a train to be 
discharged at Bainbridge, MD. For a 
while after, he was a crop duster. 
Maryland Secretary of State 

After a few years as an accountant 
for a power company, Fred joined the 
family business and ended his career 
as President of Wineland Theaters. 
In 1963, he was elected to the 
Maryland House of Delegates, then 
elected to fill the unexpired term of a 
State Senator. He was reelected to 
the Maryland Senate in 1966 and 
1970 and ran unsuccessfully for 
Congress in 1974. 

He was later Maryland Secretary of 
State until 1982 and also served as a 
Commissioner for the Port of Balti- 
more from 1988 until 2005. 

Wineland lost his wife a few years back but has four 
children. His oldest son is on the University of Denver 
faculty, his daughter, a graduate of the U. of Denver, is a 
library technician, his second son works for the State of 
Maryland Lottery Commission and his youngest son is an 
attorney. Fred, 88, lives in Fort Washington, MD. 

During his lifetime, he has owned five different airplanes. 


= 


recent visit to the 


Another Korean vet russeit "Russ" 


Simmons, 46, advises that he served in the Navy 1950-55 
during the time of the Korean War. 


If you live within a two hour drive to Fort 
Defiance, you don’t need Wineland’s Wings to get 
you there. Phone 540-248-3007 and volunteer to 
help out at OUR Museum We really need you. 
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Tenth anniversary 
A decade ago, signs 


were erected on |-81 
leading the way to 
the AMA Museum 


In 2004 after four years of planning and negotiations 
with the Virginia Department of Transportation, signs 
finally went up on Interstate 81 and US Route 11 (The 
Valley Pike) directing travelers to the Augusta Military 
Academy Museum. Through the generosity of Mrs. 
Norvell West. the mother of Norvell West, III, ~83, the 
signs went up in a day and the 
Museum began to have visitors who 
were enticed off the Interstate by 
the huge white on brown signs. 
A munificent gift of more 


than $10,000 by Mrs. 
West broughtthe pro- [SOUTH] WN NO R TH H| 
ject to asuccessful 


conclusion and 
» shewas then 
~s honored at Re- 
*»” union 2005 for 
” her generosity. 
The state agency 
installed the signs and 
7 has maintained them 
ey = since. The requirement for 
Y keeping the signs in place is 
that the Museum be staffed for a certain number of hours 
every week which our dedicated volunteer docents have 
been able to do. Pictured above is Mrs. West and her 
Mother who were present when the plaque, above, right, 
was installed at Reunion 2005. 

Since the signs went up, traffic at the museum has 
increased dramatically with many alumni and friends driving 
by and turning off to see where the great little school once 
flourished. 

LTC Steve Trent, ~70, now the President of the Alumni 


Augusta Military Academy 


Museum 
EXIT 227 


_ 


oo . 
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4 
Association, was Chairman of the Signs Committee assist- ee 
ed by Gordon Metz, °68, and Duke Fancher, °58. Trent WITH SINCERE GRATITUDE TO JOANN WEST 
sought from VDOT the specific requirements for the signs. | i, Pacts : 
TIE ECOL CCRCR CRG | | O8 HER DONATION OF HIGHWAY SIGNS 


Foundation Chairman Goodloe Saunders, ~57, then from POINTING THE WAY TO THE AMA MUSEUM. 
Saunders to VDOT. 

"We were told that the signs would go up in about six 
weeks but they beat that estimate by more than two | GIVEN IN MEN 1P HER HUSBAND 
weeks," Trent recalls. 

Mrs. West gave the signs in memory of her late husband, 
Norvell West, Il. Research had shown that having these 
signs up would increase traffic at the museum and that ws 
surely has happened. A number of "lost" alumni have seen PRES! 30, 2 
the signs and reconnected. Thank you, thank you, Mrs. West 
and Norvell. We appreciate all you do for AMA's legacy. 


WEST, III ’83 
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70 years ago 
Three Augusta men 


died on or soon after 
D-Day in June 1944 


On the 6" of June 1944, the largest 
seaborne invasion in the history of the 
World put American, British, Canadian 
and other Allied troops on the Normandy 
beaches in France, the opening drive to 
destroy Nazi Germany's. control of 
Europe. Planning for the operation had 
begun in early 1943 and LTC Hubert 
Mathews, °27, had been involved with 
the planning since late that year but he 
would not live to see how the invasion 
went. 

As he stepped from his landing craft 
onto French soil, he was cut down by a 
German machine gun, the highest rank- 
ing officer in the 1* Division to die on D- 
Day. Colonel Mathews was one of 53 
Augusta alumni to be killed in World War 
Two, a tremendous sacrifice for a school 
which had just 42 members in its 1942 
graduating class. Mathews earned the 
Distinguished Service Medal and a Silver 
Star. 

2LT Elbert "Unk" Hamilton, “42, a 
cousin of Duke Fancher, “58, was the 
leader of the 2" platoon, Company D, 
508" Parachute Infantry, 82" Airborne, 
Pathfinders. On the night of 5-6 June in 
advance of the invasion, he parachuted 
into his drop zone near Picauville, France 
with the mission of guiding the troops to 
follow toward their mission. He was 
critically wounded and evacuated to 
England where he died on the 4" of July. 
(His brother was also killed in the air over 
France and the brothers are buried 
together in Birmingham). Unk received a 
Bronze Star for heroism. 

1LT James McClatchey, “38, was in 
the 84" Field Artillery Battalion, 9" 
Infantry Division and he was killed near 
St.Mere Eglise in the Battle of Normandy. 
McClatchey was awarded the Bronze 
Star. He and Colonel Mathews are buried 
in the American Military Cemetery at 
Normandy. 

These noble sacrifices were not in vain. 
Ten months later, Germany surrendered. 
The Allied campaign under the leadership 
of General Eisenhower brought to an 
end the Nazi scourge and America then 
turned its attention to Japanese imperial- 
ism in the Pacific. 


WHEN IKE VISITED - On 27 
October 1960, in the last 
months of his Presidency, 
Dwight Eisenhower, came 
to Augusta County for his 
first and only visit to his 
mother’s birthplace _ in 
Mount Sidney and _ to 
speak at the Woodrow 
Wilson birthplace, above, 
in Staunton. With Colonel 
Roller, right, he visited the 
house where Elizabeth Ida 
Stover had been born in 
1862, then his entourage 
came to AMA where Ike’s 
uncle, J. W. Stover, had 
been a student of AMA’s 
founder Charles S. Roller, 
Senior in 1866-1872. The 
60 piece AMA school band 
and the Corps of Cadets 
was drawn up to welcome 
the Presidential party. 


Nick Carter 
salutes as the 
President waves 
to the crowd. As 
rain poured, the 
President's limo 
drove slowly 
around the Bowl 
where, for the 
first time, the 
Corps stood in 
line all around 
the field. The 
President was 
impressed that 
all of our cadets 
were in Ejisen- 
hower jackets! 


Son plays grandfather 
Tom Douglas’ son plays role in 


Angelina Jolie's film of Unbroken 


The son of Tom Douglas, °62, Stephen Douglas, has returned 
from Australia where he played the role of Tom's father, Clarence 
"Doug" Douglas, in the movie adaptation of Laura Hillenbrand's 
nationally acclaimed best seller, Unbroken. 

; Angelina Jolie, in preparing to direct 
this full length feature film on the life of 
Lieutenant Lewis Zamperini, learned 
that the engineer and side gunner of 
Zamperini's bomber crew is survived 
by a grandson who was the same age 
and stature as was "Doug" during 
World War Two's Pacific Campaign. 

As a result, Stephen Douglas was 
flown to Australia, introduced to the 
cast and crew, and received personal 
direction from Angelina Jolie in this 
small, non-speaking, yet pivotal heroic 
scene where "Doug", seriously wound- 

Tom Douglas, ed and nearly incapacitated, continued 

1962 Recall to protect the ship and crew by shoot- 
ing down the last Japanese Zero diving 
in for the kill of the Flying Fortress “Super Man." 

These actions saved the crew and plane from certain death. 
Although heavily damaged and with most of the crew seriously 
wounded, the "Super Man" valiantly struggled and reached its base 
in one piece, affording Lieutenant Zamperini (an Olympic runner) 
to be assigned to another mission where he was shot down, 
survived 67 days on a life raft, was captured, tortured by the 
Japanese but lived to tell about it. 

Unbroken is expected to open in theaters at Christmastime. 

Dad did not talk about the War 

Tom says his father never told the family anything about the war 
except for some funny stories "but we could see black shrapnel 
under his skin and there were scars on his chest, arm and leg. 
When we asked him about it, he would say, ‘I got them during the 
war and | hope we never have another one.” Tom knew nothing 
about his Dad's heroism until his sister read Unbroken and sent 
him a copy of the book. “Since then,” says Tom, "/ have contacted 
Laura Hillenbrand and we have stayed in touch." 

While Tom now lives in Delaware, his father had close ties to 
Kinsale, Virginia’ which Tom incorporates into his e-mail address 
(kinsale333@aol.com). "We are proud of my father and also proud 
of our son who is in the New York film industry, usually behind the 
camera as an assistant director for music videos or working for 
numerous TV reality shows." When the call came from Angelina 
Jolie's assistant about having Stephen portray his grandfather in 
her movie, Stephen thought it was a joke. But when he discovered 
it was a sincere offer, “he was elated and so were we. The only 
acting he had ever done was in high school and summer stock.” 


* 200 years ago in August of 1814, during the War of 1812, the British 
Royal Marines raided the entrance to the Yeocomico River at Kinsale and 
captured four American schooners. Kinsale is on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 
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Above, Tom Douglas’ father, Doug, stands by his 
Flying Fortress "Super Man" during WW II. Below, 
his grandson, Stephen, poses with a machine gun 
on a model of a Flying Fortress. Bottom, Grand- 
father Doug mans the sidegun during the war. 


36 Summer 2014 


Our museum is fifteen years old 


On the first day of May 1999, the 1870 era Roller 
family home in the center of the AMA campus was 
dedicated as the AMA Alumni House/Museum with 
a mountain of work and more than 300 thousand 
dollars in improvements looming ahead. 

The Superintendent of Fishburne with the FMS 
Band, Color Guard and Honor Guard led the dedi- 
cation ceremonies. AMA Chaplain Reverend James 
Lupton, 50, thanked God “for sending us the Roller 
family” and Reverend Dunlap intoned, "AMA alumni: 
welcome home!" 

Now, a decade and a half later we can look back 
at "This Old House - fifteen years as our museum. 


By Museum Director Crysta Stephenson 


This Old House - 15 Years as a Museum. | just 
wonder. 

Did any of the men that built this house in the 
1870s have any idea it would still be standing in 
2014? What did they think Augusta County would 
look like in the year 2014? | wonder if they had any 
idea what sort of life "This Old House" would have. 
And, isn’t it incredible the work done building this 
house nearly 145 years ago would have a direct 
effect on our lives today? 


Fascinating. | love history. As | write this, the date 
is May 23°. What would have been happening here 
on May 23” the year this house was built? Was 
there a workman in this very room nailing down the 
floorboards that my handy-dandy office chair is now 
scooting across? I’m sure he knew he was building 
a house for Professor Roller but did that workman 


ON THE FIRST DAY OF MAY IN 1999, with paint still flaking from 
the long neglected Roller family home, the AMA Alumni House/ 
Museum was officially dedicated. On a sun splashed day with a 
keen Valley wind blowing, Reverend Jim Dunlap, representing the 
owners of AMA, presented the key to Goodloe Saunders, ‘57, then 
President of the AMA Alumni Association. In the background 
protecting the flag from the winds was an AMA Legacy Scholar- 
ship winner, Bill Click, son of Ed Click, ‘50, and Sue. 


know that the construction of this building would be 
the start of more than 100 years of tradition that is 
now on display within these walls? 

Whether those working on the building knew it or not, 
they were constructing something that would stand the test 
of time. And, |’m not just talking about the house itself - 
although she has persevered! I’m referring to the AMA 
spirit. It is that drive to do what can’t be done. It is that part 
of you that is just dying to do what you have been told is 
impossible. It is what makes your motor run. It is why you 
try day after blessed day to reach that seemingly unattain- 
able goal. Ad Astra Per Aspera. 

Some might even call it hard-headedness. Nonetheless, 
we have it. Thanks be to God. It is why we are here now. 
it is why this house was built 145 years ago. It is why this 
school grew into one of the finest of its kind. It is why this 
museum was established. And, it is the exact reason this 
museum is celebrating its 15" anniversary this year. 

Because, really, none of this was supposed to have last- 
ed this long, was it? There were naysayers who predicted 
the museum wouldn't last. Fifteen years in, I’m sure those 
guys are a bit surprised. | feel certain there were those that 
thought Professor Roller’s school would never grow to have 


a student body of 500 and exist more than 100 years, but 
here at AMA, we beat the odds. We do it every day. That’s 
our business. 

As far as anniversaries go, fifteen doesn't really seem 
like a big one. It is not as glamorous as the silver of the 
25" anniversary or the gold of the 50". But, fifteen is 
significant. 

For instance, in fifteen years, a precious newborn can 
grow into a rebelling teenager. In fifteen years, you can go 
from a nice full head of lush dark hair to all grey and a bald 
spot on top. A lot can happen in fifteen years and, here at 
the museum, it has. 

First, an extreme amount of credit must be given to 
Goodloe Saunders, ‘57, and Duke Fancher, ‘58, for 
having the vision of establishing the museum, and, more 
importantly, for their follow-through and bringing the whole 
thing to fruition. Goodloe still volunteers a day a week at 
the museum and covers lots of weekends for us. Duke 
checks in regularly by phone and visits when he can. 
Without the beginning they provided, we wouldn't be here 
today. 


| have had the privilege of working at the 
museum for nearly six years now and I’m very 
proud of that. The job has not always been 
easy, but who wants to do the easy stuff? 
There are a million Sittle things that go on be- 
hind the scenes of any small museum. And, | 
thoroughly enjoy doing my part in keeping 
things running smoothly here. 

At the reunion, | was tasked with giving a 
presentation on the museum (photo at right) 
during the business meetings. One of the 
things that struck me, as | was preparing my 
ingenious remarks, was the element of 
constant improvement that has been ongoing 
during the museum’s fifteen years. While we 
certainly owe a debt of gratitude to those men 
who got the ball rolling, we also must ac- 
knowledge that getting started is just the 
beginning. 

There is fund raising, keeping track of do- 
nations, bookkeeping, taxes to pay, forms to 
fill out, lists to keep, e-mails to answer, letters 
to write, exhibits to prepare, collections to 
manage, archives to file, items to photograph, 
computers to fix, meetings to schedule, phone 
calls to make, tours to give, sales to ring up, 
statements to reconcile, copies to make, policies to write, 
volunteers to train, schedules to manage, dust to sweep, 
snow to shovel, grass to cut, weeds to kill, reunions to 
plan, newsletters to produce, meetings to attend and the 
list goes on and on. 

Goodness knows that is has taken endless hours of work 
and worry, early mornings and late nights and lots of good 
old-fashioned effort to pull all this off. Volunteers and staff 
at the museum, board members, our precious Bayonet 
editor — we each do our part to make the wheel go around. 
And, it has gone around, giving us ups and downs, 
challenges and difficulties, but, most importantly, success. 

As a small museum, | believe AMA is currently much 
better organized than most - which is why we are chasing 
down that museum accreditation seal of approval from the 
American Alliance of Museums. From the inside and out, 
this museum has a record of continually improving for 
fifteen years. We've successfully completed two assess- 
ment reviews from two nationally recognized museum trade 
organizations. Extensive exhibits on World War II, Korea 
and Vietnam have been mounted here. Temporary exhibits 
on the Bay of Pigs invasion, the Virginia military schools, 
the Battle of Piedmont and Jack Manch’s role in the 
Doolittle Raid have also been on display. 

We are in full compliance with local, state and federal 
filings and mandates. Our finances are transparent. Our 
donors are properly recognized. Our staff is fully commit- 
ted. Our policies are being developed. We are improving 
our collections management. We are excelling every day. 

That is what we do here at AMA. It is our job. It is not 
always easy but we love it. We see no reason to stop now. 

Fifteen more years, you ask? | say, "Absolutely." 

Ad Astra Per Asperd 
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Museum Director Crysta Stephenson makes a report to the Business 
Meeting during Reunion 2014. Listening intently are Foundation 
Chairman Blaine Clarke, ‘72, newly elected Chaplain Gordon Metz, 
‘68, and Foundation Secretary Phil Bentley, 83. 


Give us 15 more! 


While we are simply thrilled to be celebrating 
the museum’s 15" year, we know extending 
the life of the AMA Alumni House/Museum 
will be much more challenging. This is where 
you, dear reader, come in! 

Please do what you can to help keep the 
AMA Alumni House/Museum on the map and 
open for business. 

VOLUNTEER! 

Don’t think of it as work. For alumni, it is 
simply a day of being at the museum and 
telling stories about when you were in school. 
You have told them to your family and friends 
many times. 

You don’t have to memorize the history of 
the school to give a tour. Everyone gives 
tours differently. And, there is almost no way 
to give a tour incorrectly — unless you admit 
to breaking the law during some of your AMA 
escapades! 

If you live within driving distance, we would 
love to have you! You just have no idea how 
very thankful we would be to have you on 
board with us! PHONE 540/248-3007! 

oo & G&G G 
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Please report deaths and 

illnesses of AMA alumni, 

faculty and friends to the 

AMA Alumni House 

P. O. Box 101 

Fort Defiance, VA 24437 
540/248-3007 

AugustaMilitaryAcademy 
@verizon.net 


E. Curtis Burt, 45 

28 March 2013, Seaford, VA. Served 
in the Navy in World War Two on the 
USS Marquette, stationed off The 
Philippines 
preparing for the 
invasion of Japan 
when two atomic 
bombs ended the 
war. Retired from 
NACA/NASA after 
35 years as an 
electrical engi- 
neer. Private pilot 
and member of 
the Langley Aero 
Club. Certified 
real estate agent in Virginia and North 
Carolina. Survived by his wife of 68 
years, Frances, and son Ernest Burt, 
(tl. At AMA: Corporal, C Company; 
intramural tennis. 


Curtis Burt, 
1945 Recall 


Ray W. Kauffman, ~45 
28 April 2014, Gilchrist Hospice Cen- 
ter, Townson, MD, 88. Owner of E. J. 
Codd Machine Shop in Baltimore. 
Drafted into the US Army eight weeks 
before he graduated and because of 
AMA was made a drill instructor. Later 
served as a tank commander in The 
Philippines. His company made parts 


for the Three Mile Island nuclear 
plant, constructed part of the Balti- 
more-Washington Airport Terminal 
and had Bethlehem Steel, Domino 
Sugar and Allied Chemical as major 
customers. He is 
survived by his 
wife, Virginia Lee; 
three sons, 


George, Charles 7 » 
and Steven; and 
seven grand- 


children. At AMA: 
Battalion Com- 


mander; Captain, 
A Company; _ Ray Kauffman, 
wrestling team; 1945 Recall 


Monogram = Club; 
Cotillion Club; Best NCO; Honor 
Committee. Reported by Nicky 
Syropoulos, “69. 


Victor E. Muncy, Ill, ~47 
21 August 2010, Bradenton, FL, 81. 
Civil engineering degree from the 
University of 
Kentucky. Member 
of UK basketball 
team. Korean War 


with United 
Nations Service 
Medal, Presi- 
dential Unit 
Citation, National 


Defense Service 


Medal and Korean Victor Muncy, 
Service Medal. 1947 Recall 
Founding mem- 


ber, Ivy Side Swim Club, Pottsville, 
PA. Board member, Greater Pottsville 
S&L. Partner in Sunrise Self Storage, 
Orwigsburg, PA. Golfer and tennis 
player. Cofounder, Schuylkill Racquet 
and Fitness Club. President, Victor 
Muncy, Inc, a family steel business. 
Survived by four sons: Victor of 
Orwigsburg, PA, Michael and Gregory 
of Pottsville and Robert from Georgia; 
one daughter, Elizabeth O'Donnell of 
Orwigsburg; ten grandchildren and 
his life companion Joan Kullman of 
Bradenton. At AMA: Private, B Com- 
pany; basketball. 


Elwood Bass Canada, Jr., “49 
29 April 2014, ALS, 82. 1953 graduate 
of Virginia Tech with a BS in chemical 
engineering. US Army, 1953-56, 1LT. 
Employed by Honeywell and later as 


chemical engineer 
in Charleston, WV. 
Survived by his 
brother, Roland, 
from Blacksburg; 
two sons, Steven 
from Midlothian 
and Kevin from 
Birmingham; _ five 
granddaughters 
and five great- 
grandchildren. At 
AMA: Private, C Company. Reported 
by Lew Mundin, °53. 


Elwood Canada, 
1949 Recall 


LTC Ronald L. Sollod, 50 

22 April 2014, Silver Spring, MD. 
Graduate of University of Maryland. 
Commissioned in U.S. Air Force, 
stationed in Asia, Europe and The 
Pentagon. Vietnam War at Danang, 
1970-71. Awarded Bronze Star and 
numerous other meritorious achieve- 
ment awards. 
Volunteered for 
several veterans’ 
organizations and 
coached in the 
Youth Leagues in 
Alexandria. A 
graveside service 
will be held at 
Arlington National 
Cemetery in July. 
Nephew of the late 
Dr. Mel Alper, ~39. 
At AMA: Master sergeant, A Com- 
pany; varsity football; JV basketball; 
intramurals; lacrosse manager. Re- 
ported by Jim Starnes, ~50. 


Ron Sollod, 
1950 Recall! 


Vincent Cialini, 

“51 is 
1967. No other 
details. At AMA: 
Private, Head- 
quarters Com- 
pany; football, 
baseball and 
basketball; winner 
of Gold Football. 
Reported by Paul 
Sposito. ~51. 


Vince Cialini, 
1951 Recall 


Joseph M. "Bip" Carstarphen, “52 
See story on page 51. 


Arthur “Art" Rodgers, Ili, “53 
15 February 2014, at Hospice House, 


Williamsburg, 80. Youngest cadet at 
Virginia Tech to be selected as an 
officer. BA, Louisiana State University 
School of Banking. Served in the US 
Army and was part of the Presidential 
Honor Guard for President Eisen- 
hower. Worked in family business, 
spent twelve years with United Bank 
of Virginia, then returned to the family 
business supervising their motel/hotel 
business. Past President, Williams- 
burg Jaycees and 
Williamsburg 
Hotel/Motel 
Association. 
Survived by his 
wife of 53 years, 
Bell-Jo Mershon 
Rodgers; 
daughters, Beth 
Stabler of 
Williamsburg, 
Pam Mixon of 
Barhamsville, VA 
and Debbie Fray 
of Tacoma, WA; six grandchildren 
Norris, Katie, Parker, David, Meg and 
Wyatt: and his brother, Randy, “64. At 
AMA: SFC Band; varsity football and 
baseball. Reported by his brother, 
Randy, “64, Frank Williamson, ‘60, 
and Jorge Rovirosa, 70. 


Art Rodgers, 
1953 Recall 


George W. Davis, 

Jr., ~53 
24 January 2014, 
after a long iliness, 
at home in 
Warrenton. 
Survived by his 
wife, Mary. No 
other details. At 
AMA: Private, B 
Company; basket- 
ball; baseball; 
Honor Roll; White Page. 


George Davis, 
1953 Recall 


John R. Lowman, “60 

17 April 2014, 
Roanoke, 72. 
Graduate of 
Virginia Tech with 
BS in accounting. 
Roanoke bus- 
inessman for 30 
years. Owner, AAA 
Glass and Hallmark 
Construction 
Companies. 
Previously for a 
decade, regional 


John Lowman, 
1960 Recall 


comptroller for All-state Insurance in 
Chicago. Camper. Survived by his wife 
of 49 years, Vivian; son, Randy; 
daughters Jennifer Stuart and Amy 
Ewers; and grandchildren Ben and 
Margaret Lowman, Matthew Stuart, and 
Nicholas and Collin Ewers; a sister, 
Sue Williams of Fredericksburg; and a 
brother, David, “63, of Staunton. At 
AMA: Day student; football. 


John Pollard 

Staley, 64 
No date. No details. 
At AMA: Sergeant; 
NROTC Scholarship 
winner; Privilege 
List; Recall staff; 
Beta Club; Honor 
Roll; — intramurats. 
Reported by Sam 
Smith, *67. 


John Staley, 
1964 Recall 
Anthony M. 
Banovic, °65 
No details. At AMA: 
Private, A  Com- 
pany; track; 
basketball. Reported 
by Colonel Mal 
Livick. —_ 


Tony Banovic, 


Anthony Dominick 4965 Recall 


Bruno, “66 
No details. At AMA: 
Private, B Com- 
pany. Reported by 
Paul Sposito, ©51. 


James F. Moser, 
Ill, “67 

22 January 2014, 
Lake Anna, VA, 64. 
University of 
Richmond. 
Purchasing agent for 
Liberty Fabrics of New York. Dealer in 
Civil War relics. Survived by his wife, 
Nancy; two daughters, Ellen Scott of 
Daphney, AL and Katherine Miller of 
Ruckersville, VA; 
sisters, Ann Garner 
of Mechanicsville, 
Harriett West of 
Niceville, FL and 
Helen King of Fort 
Myers, FL; and four 
grandsons, Owen 
Dulaney, Alexander 
Scott, Ethan Miller 
and Zachary Miller. 
AMA: SSGT, 


Tony Bruno, 
1966 Recall 


James Moser, 
1967 Recall “t 
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fencing, tennis, Honor Military, Roller 
Rifles, Privilege List. 


Andrew Joseph Kapec, “69 
9 October 2012 in Alexandria. Survived 
by his parents, two children, two grand- 
children, a sister and a brother. At 
AMA: New Cadet. 


Albert D. Sotomayor, °69 
5 May 2014. No details. Joined the 
Nicaraguan Army. Founded the Infantry 
Schoolin Diritamba. 
Commandant, 
State of Masaya. 
Ministry of 
Defense. Survived 
by his wife, Maria 
Ivonne; three 
children, Alberto 
and Ana who live 
in California and 
Jose who lives in 
Nicaragua; and a 
brother, Alfredo, 
“70. At AMA: Cor- 
poral, B Company; soccer; rifle team. 
Reported by Steve Traylor, ~72. 


Albert 
Sotomayor, 
1969 Recall 


Kirk A. Pope, Jr., 76 

29 April 2014, Delaware Hospice in 
Milford, after a two year battle with 
cancer, 56. Graduate of the Special 
Forces Qualification Course from the 
JFK Special 
Warfare Center. 
Green Beret with 
1* Special Forces 
Group (Airborne). 
Master parachutist, 
Royal Australian 
Army Parachute 
Badge. Served 22 
years as a trooper, 
combat engineer 
and MP. Employed 
by State of 
Delaware, State 
Lottery Office. In law enforcement in 
Sussex County, DE. Interred at the 
Arlington National Cemetery. Survived 
by his wife, Shirley; sons Tony of 
Lewes, DE and Jeremy of Lynchburg; 
daughter Amanda of St. Louis; and 
sisters Debra Bowman of Leesburg and 
Sharon Latimer of Jacksonville, FL. At 
AMA: 1LT; football, lacrosse. Reported 
by Tom Douglas, °62. 


Kirk Pope, 
1975 Recall 


Merritt "Bud" Walls, 
former AMA SAI, 1979-81 
Reported by Colonel Mal Livick. 


S inal Taps Listed below are the deaths that have been reported to us 


since Reunion 2013. May they rest in peace. 


Colonel Michael Mosteller, 38 
Dr. Melvin Alper, 39 

Rear Admiral Julian Lake, “40 
Nate L. Adams, II, “41 

John Shepherd, 42 

Boyd Wilson Stephenson, 42 
Judge William J. Cox, 44 
E. Curtis Burt, “45 

Ray W. Kauffman, “45 
Victor E. Muncy, II], “47 
John W. Field, “47 

Harold L. Walters, Jr., “48 
Walter Raleigh Wells, 48 
Elwood B. Canada, Jr., “49 
Edward C. Chauncey, Jr. “49 
Ernest Philip Bradley, ‘50 
William McCarthy, 50 

LTC Ronald Sollod, ‘50 
Vincent Cialini, 61 

Robert E. Sayre, 51 

Joseph “Bip Carstarphen, 52 
John R. Congdon, 52 


Frederick "Ted" Basque. 
Michael Daniel Boger, 


Osvaldo Sote, 


So 6 oO & G@ 


Albert Sotomayor, — 
Steven L. Pearson, 
Kirk A. Pope, Jr., ° 
“TT 
SAI Officer Merritt “Bud Wall 


‘63 
‘b3 
George W. Davis, - 

Arthur G. Rodgers, [I]. ” 
Thomas Joe Wills, ” 

James Phillip Kirtz, - 

Lewis W. Whiting, Jr.” 
John R. Lowman, © 

Dr. Eduardo Noboa, © 

David E. Wegner, 

Frank M. Hruza, Jr.” 

John Pollard Staley,” 
Anthony M. Banovic, © 
Anthony Dominick Bruno, © 
James k. Moser, III. ° 


James Irving Chambers, ; 


Award winning printing. 


Unbeatable customer service. 


FOUR-COLOR PRINTING 

FOUR-COLOR DIGITAL PRINTING 

DIE CUTTING 

FOLDING 

FOIL STAMPING 

EMBOSSING 

BINDING & PACKAGING 

AUTOMATED COLLATING & STITCHING 


SERVICES 


FULL SERVICE ART DEPARTMENT 
MAILING 
FULFILLMENT 


Proud printer of Staunton Music 
Festival materials for over 10 years. 


Let us help you get a standing ovation on your next print project. 


SI 
MID VALLEY PRESS 


Post Office Box 998 © Verona, Virginia 24482 
Fax: (540) 248-53 )) 2 746 ¢ ’midvalleypress.com 
(540) 248-5300 


www.midvalleypress.com 
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Connections to AMA 


David Sterrett now at Museum 


David Sterrett, a Fort Defiance man with many AMA ties, 
is now working part time at our museum. 
His uncle, Major McChesney Yarbrough, was the AMA 


Post Adjutant for many 
years. Another uncle, 
Robert, “60, attended 
Augusta for two years 
and Dave grew up in 
Fort Defiance next to 
General Roller's 
residence, White Hall. 

He served in the Air 
Force for 14 years, 
part of the time as- 
assigned to the Vice 
President's plane. He 
retired as a sleep lab 
technician from an 
Augusta County 
medical facility. 

A few years ago, 
David came across a 
captain's saber in 
Major Yarborough's 
attic. It turns out that 


the saber had belonged to Captain Adjutant J. T." Tom” 


Palmatory, 28, who was killed in 
a car wreck soon after he had 
graduated. No idea how the saber 
ended up in that location. 


Traylor and Smail 
elected at reunion 


Steve Traylor, ‘72, was elected 
Treasurer of the AMA Alumni 
Foundation and Rick Smail, ‘67, 
was elected Vice President of the 
Alumni Association at Reunion 
2014. 

Traylor has been a CPA and is 
an entrepreneur. Smail had a 
career as a commercial airline 
pilot. 


The company advertised in 
this ad, right, is owned by 
Brett Thompson, 75. If you 
live in the Augusta County/ 
Charlottesville area, please 
patronize his company! 


David Sterrett 


Rovirosa, DelValle daughters 
graduate from Rollins College 


Avery DelValle and Miriam Rovirosa entered Rollins 
College in Winter Park, FL four years ago and this past 
p May both graduated to the delight 
of their parents. 

Kiki and Jorge Rovirosa, °70, 
and Patti and Tom DelValle, ~73, 
were there for the big moment 
when the girls were awarded their 
diplomas. Miriam's degree was in 
studio arts while Avery's degree 
was in public relations with a minor 
in communications. The DelValles 
live in Colleyville, TX while the 
Rovirosas live in Miami. 


Jorge, Miriam and Kiki Rovirosa 


$50 OFF 


Any job of $500 or more 


Must present coupon, May not 
be combined wi with other offers 


$25 OFF 


Any job of $250 or more 


Must present oon Huan May not 
be combined with other offers 


£2: 2.2.0.2 % mm 


BLUE RIDGE 


ROOF CLEANING 


a VIRGINIA 


We Can Make Your Roof Look New Again! 


Roof Reconditioning * House Washing 
Gutter Filters * Deck Reconditioning 


CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 


540-949-6277 “wie” 434-466-1324 
Augusta County = ree Charlottesville 


www. heRoofCleaningPro.com 


Finding AMA on FaceBook 


Those who use FaceBook can find many items about AMA 
there, according to Victor Gomez, °69. 

"There are many AMA videos on YouTube," he says, “and all 
you have to do to find them is to type "Augusta Military 
Academy." 

For instance, type "1999 Augusta Military Academy inaugura- 
tion of AMA House/Museum," and you'll be taken back fifteen 
years to the first day of May 1999 when we got the key to the 
Roller House, now the AMA Alumni House/Museum. 

Type "2011 Augusta Military Academy decommissioning of the 
Roller Rifles," and you'll see all of the events from that reunion 
including prachutists landing on the drill field and the last march 
of the Roller Rifles. 

"2011 Augusta Military Academy Tour of AMA/Museum" will 
walk you through our pristine showcase of AMA's legacy. 

Thank you, Victor, for creating these videos and turning us on 
to their availability on FaceBook. 


Bob Adams, ‘63, stopped by the Museum to catch both 
Ben Zinkhan, ‘60, and Sergeant Don Studer on duty. 


BELL PA. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


A Law Firm engaged in the general practice of law. Specializing in 
Criminal Defense, Family Law, Automobile/Personal Injury, Worker's 
Compensation, Immigration issues, Wills, Estates, Creditor’s claims, 
Debtor’s rights, including Bankruptcy. 


John T. Bell 54 


Bell Tower Building 
101 West Jefferson Street 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 
Phone: (301) 762-1717 
Fax: (301) 279-7755 
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BULLSEYE - Stride Coleman, ‘72, right, walks away with 
the top prize in the Annual Sporting Clay Shoot with 
71/100. Placing second and handing out the trophies 
was Blaine Clarke, ‘72, with Tom Upton, ‘64, hitting 
61/100 and Phil Bentley, ‘83, scoring 60/100. 


PX sales at reunion top $2,500 ttems moved 
off the PX shelves at a brisk pace during Reunion 2014 with 
$2,531 in sales being recorded. Thanks to all those folks 
who manned the PX and brought in the sales! 


ON HIS KNEES - Mickey Toms, ‘67, gratefully accepts 
Frank Williamson’s announcement that he had just won 
the 50/50 drawing at the reunion. With nearly 120 five 
dollar bills in the pot, Mickey’s 50 percent earned him 
some $300 which he immediately donated back to the 
Foundation. Frank and Bev’s “Tower of Power" annual- 
ly gives away four bottles of Virginia Gentleman. This 
year Steve Trent, ‘70, and Paul Karch, ‘79, each won a 
bottle while Phil Bentley, ‘83, won a bottle on both 
nights of the drawing. The Tower made nearly $500 this 
year for the AMA Alumni Foundation. 


44 Summer 2014 


SPECIAL PATRONS 
($10,000 or more) 
Mrs. Helen Charleton 


Bill McVey, “60 
in honor of Joyce 
and Ben Zinkhan, “60 


Safeway, Inc Foundation 


PATRON 
($2,500 or more) 
Bud Allison, “61 


BENEFACTORS 
($1,000-$2,499) 


Rob and Kathy Freer 
in memory of Libby 
and Mickey Gordon, “39 


William Johnson, “55 
Rick Smail, °67 
Luke Snyder, “60 
Diego Suarez, ©72 
Mark Siullivan, °77 
Steve Trent, °70 


BLUE STEAK SPONSORS 
($500-$999) 
Marc Aronson, 68 


Bob Bradford, “50 
in memory of Rose Botcheller 
and Alexandra DeCredico 


Tommy Clements, ‘50 
Mac Coiner, ‘62 


Linda and Mitch Gaston, ‘60 
Deutsche Bank Matching Gift 


Jack Hodge, ‘51 
Jerry Izenberg, ‘48 
Roger Messick, ‘52 

Goodloe Saunders, ‘57 
Jeff Schroeder, ‘67 
Jim Sylvanus, ‘49 

James "Shad" Whte, ‘52 


BLUE AND WHITE CHAMPIONS 
($250-$499) 
Blaine Clarke, ‘72 
B. J. d’Orsay, ‘70 
Bazil Duncan, ‘64 
Don Johnson, ‘67 
Lee Lewis, ‘77 


Nancy Moser 
in memory of her husband 
Jamie Moser, ‘67 


Bill Ragland, ‘52 
George Reaves, ‘69 
Ed Schonborn, ‘52 

Al Smith, ‘66 
Frank Spencer, ‘49 
Juan Tamargo, ‘61 
Scott Travers, ‘70 

Jack White, ‘69 


Frank Williamson 
in memory of 
Alexandra DeCredico 


Rod Willey, ‘51 
Charles Winston, ‘48 
Susan Yates, SH ‘73 

Ben Zinkhan, ‘60 


BLUE LEADER 
($100-$249) 
Donald Anderson, ‘58 
John Atkinson, ‘60 
John Botcheller, ‘67 
David Brewer, ‘46 
Ray S. Brown, ‘61 
Dean Burns, ‘63 
Harry Darr, ‘64 


Charles Foley 
Missouri Military Academy 


Don Fretz, ‘48 
Charles Funkhouser, ‘49 
William Grossman, ‘72 
Dean Hanson, ‘63 
Ron Harris, ‘66 
John Hash, ‘75 
Frank Hickisch, ‘48 
Peter Lambert, ‘44 
John McEwan, ‘61 
Brian Miller, ‘67 
Charlie Pascale, ‘69 


Julia Pearson 
in memory of her nephew 
Steve Pearson, ~72 


Edward Ray, ‘52 
Jorge Rovirosa, ‘70 
William Rubush, ‘49 


in memory of good friend and roommate 


Ed Chauncey, “49 
Peter Russell, ‘70 
David Shearer, ‘68 
John Spratley, ‘64 

Nick Syropoulos, ‘69 
Steve Traylor, ‘72 
Dave Trimble, ‘60 


CONTRIBUTIONS 


2014 THROUGH 1 JUNE 


WHITE LEADER 
($50-$99) 
Phil Bentley, ‘83 
Bobby Bowie, ‘47 
Bill Brookes, ‘62 
Michael De Ayora, ‘65 
Colonel and Mrs. Mal Livick 


Mohenis Services 
in memory of Robert Beam, 40 


Jane Shoemaker 
on behalf of her son, Kenneth, 
who is physically handicapped and was 


treated so very kindly at the Museum 
Virginia Linen Service 
in memory of Robert Beam, ~40 
Alex Wattay, 53 
James Worley, 70 


CADET CLUB 
(Up to $50) 
Strachan Carpenter, °84 


Linda Clark 
in memory of Robert Beam,'40 


Don Everitt, ‘63 
Kelli Harding 


Staff of Lewis-Palmer High 
School, Monument, Colorado 
in memory of Hal Walters, ‘48, 
from his daughter, Diane Smith’s 


co-workers 
Charlie Livick, °77 
George "Boots" Solan, °43 
John Steciw, ~59 
Charlotte Trible 
William Welte, “33 . 


Joseph Yount 
Fishburne Military School 


- %s. 


“Thanks to all of you who have’. 


given, but with nearly 1,800 on : 
our mailing list, this is a very : 
poor showing indeed. We need 
more of you to give something if 
you care a whit about AMA and : 
our legacy. ; 


Once again this year, the AMA Open during 
Reunion 2014 was played at the Waynesboro 
Country Club, Paul Poluito’s club. 

The winning foursome included Jack Prentice, “68, John 
Botcheller, 67, Ron Harris, 66, and Mickey Toms, “67 

The second place team consisted of Howard Rosenthal, 
68, Paul Karch, ~79, Blaine Clarke, ‘72, and Paul Poluito, 
*73. Prentice had the longest drive and Toms achieved closest 
to the pin. 

Paul offered special thanks to these, people who helped him 
put on the. tournament and provide : ‘goody bags for. all the 
players: PhyHlis Poluito, Blaine Clarke, Jack Prentice, Ruth 
(Mrs. Howard, °68) Rosenthal and. Bob Bradford, °50. 


AMA’s Headquarters Hotel 


+t * VHotiday Sw 


Golf and Conference Center 


116 spacious rooms 
Two-line data port phones 
Golf packages, course on premises 


Indoor/outdoor pool 
Exercise facility 
Near AMA and the heart of Staunton 


Special rates for AMA alumni and friends who 
volunteer at the AMA Alumni House/Museum 


Route 81, Exit 225 at Route 275 
Staunton, VA 2440] 
1/800/932-9061 FAX 540/248-2902 
www.holiday-inn.com/stauntonva 
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WINNER FIRST TIME BACK! - Ron Harris, ‘66, attend- 
ed his first ever AMA Reunion and was on the 
winning team at the AMA Open. He is holding Walter, 
the prize for the tournament winning team, donated 
by AMA friend Chuck Foley, a graduate of Missouri 
Military Academy. Photo by Ruth Rosenthal 


L. to r., John Botcheller, ‘67, Blaine Clarke, ‘72, Jack Prentice, 
‘68, Mickey Toms, ‘67, Paul Poluito, ‘73, Paul Karch, ‘79, 
Howard "Chip" Rosenthal, ‘68, and Ron Harris, ‘66. 


Special thanks to Paul Poluito, ~73, and Phyllis for 
arranging for us to play ak their beautiful course — 
The Waynesboro County Club 
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Are you a model railroader? 


Many of our alumni either have or have had a model railroad setup, or they 
create a rail scene around their Christmas tree each year. In the next issue, 
we want to profile these railroad hobbyists. Send us photos of your setup or 
pictures from the past. And tell us how you got into model railroading. 
E-mail: AMABayonet@aol.com or hy snail mail to 
The Bayonet, 1687 Schillers Court, Folsom, CA 95630 


IN THE PHOTO ON THE FACING PAGE, CENTER, David Puckett, ‘60, and B. J. d’Orsay, ‘70, with their 
modules at a railroad show. David’s model of the Alamo at the time of the 1836 battle won first place at the 2012 
Lone Star Regional Convention of the National Model Railroad Association (NMRA). B.J.’s module of a mid-20" 
century country train stop placed second in the 2013 Rocky Mountain Regional Convention of the NMRA. 


TRAIN STUFF AT THE SILENT AUCTION - The Norfolk and 
Western classic operating HO gauge !ocomotive and display 
case had the top bid from Sandy (Mrs. Buddy, ‘57) Krise 
while the photo book about the last days of N&W steam went 
to Rick Smail, ‘67. 


Army Secretary Marsh receives Ford Medal 


John O. "Jack" Marsh, the longest serving Secretary of the 
Army in the nation's history, has received the 2014 Gerald R. Ford s i PR 
Medal for Distinguished Public Service at a June ceremony in TAKING AIM - Stride Coleman, ‘72, lines up a shot 
Washington, DC. at the Sporting Clay Shoot at Reunion 2014. 
Marsh spoke at the Founder's Day ceremony at Reunion 2011 ~ = | 
where his presentation won enthusiastic approval. When a 
Member of Congress representing the northern part of the Shenandoah Valley, he had addressed a commencement 
ceremony in the AMA Gymnasium. As a Congressman, Marsh absented himself from Washington unannounced for a month 
to serve in an Army unit in Vietnam so he could get a first hand look at the situation there. Secretary Marsh lives in 
Winchester. 


: 


It’s a Small World! 


In 2009, I came home to a 
phone message that went 
something like this:"B.J., this is 
Darrell Puckett in Shallowater 
and we NEED to talk. Call me!" 
My immediate thought was: 
What have I done now? And 
thus began a friendship that gets 
stronger every week. 


You see, Darrell lives in a small town just ten miles 
northwest of Lubbock where I live and he attended 
AMA in 1960, ten years before I graduated. It gets 
better. I did call and we talked about our days at 
AMA, then turned our conversation to our present 
lives. Turns out we are both seriously into N-Scale 
model railroading! Darrell likes to scratch-build his- 
torical buildings for his railroad and he had been 
researching with the web with 
the thought of modeling Big 
Barracks. He finally decided 
it would be too big and com- 
plex but while on the AMA 
website he noticed my name 
and address. I met him in ; 
person a week later at a rail- 
road show. Because of family 
commitments, I had been an 
inactive modeler for 15 years 
but that all changed when I 
connected to Darrell. 


Since then, we have become serious friends. I am 
continually amazed at the invisible bond that exists 
between us and occasionally we talk about it. We 
both came to the conviction that the few years we 
spent at AMA had a common transformative effect 
on both of us. Darrell has a home layout while I do 
not. We both build interconnecting modules accord- 
ing to an international standard known as T-Trak. 
Several times a year our local group of modelers get 
together and set up our models to form a huge layout 
usually covering a thousand square feet and allowing 
us to run six to eight trains simultaneously. We 
recently set up at the Texas Tech Museum and drew 
almost 2,000 visitors in just two-and-a-half days! So, 
you see it really is a small world after all! 


B. J. d’Orsay, ‘70, Data Analyst 
Graduate School of Texas Tech University 
AMA Webmaster 


> 


What are the odds? 
BJ has related his side of 
the story which is right on 
the money. While re- 
searching the design of Big 


Barracks for a model rail- 

road module, I noticed the __- 

fact that the AMA Web- \ ‘: ft 

master had a Lubbock ad- 7 ; 

dress. Having not met another AMA alumnus for 
years, I immediately called BJ and left him a 
message. When he called back, we had an almost 
instant bond. This is where it really gets weird! In 
the course of our conversation model trains were 
mentioned. That is when BJ told me he was a 
modeler too and in N-scale as well. We met at the 
Lubbock Model Railroad Association meeting and we 
had an instant connection. It seemed as if we knew 
what the other had in mind. Our mutual friendship 
just seems to increase as we 
grow older. We seem to have 
an inate understanding of 
each other. Is it from AMA, 
or just one of those freak 
things that happen in life? We 
may never know but we have 
our suspicions! Last year, BJ 
and I were president and vice 
president respectively of the 
Lubbock Model Railroad 
Association. Our year as 
senior officers of the club 
brought major changes in- 
cluding rewriting the by-laws. BJ and I seemed to 
know what the other wanted to do without any 
communication and we managed to update many of 
the antiquated rules and laws. 


Unfortunately, B.J. never knew General Roller or 
had the privilege of his wisdom and knowledge, but 
I believe the General’s spirit lived on after his 
passing. Many of the things General Roller stood for 
were still being permeated into cadets years later. 
The odds of winning the lottery are probably much 
less than the unique experience BJ and I have had. 
Ten years apart from different parts of the country 
and totally different backgrounds. Forty eight years 
later we wind up living ten miles apart and both N- 
scale modelers and best of friends. What are the 
odds? Ad Astra per Aspera! 


Darrell Pickett, ‘60, SMSgt, USAF (Ret. 


¢ & 
Carers 
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AUGUSTA MILITARY ACADEMY ALUMNI FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


Blaine Clarke, °72 
Chairman 
Germantown, MD 
Blaine Clarke@comcast.net 


Bob Bradford, “SO 
Vice Chairman 
Folsom, CA 
AMABayonet@aol.com 


Steve Traylor, *72 
Treasurer 
Germantown, MU 
steve.traylor@verizon net 


2014-2015 


Phil Bentley, “83 
Secretary 
Hummelstown, PA 
phentley@hmc.psu.edu 


Edwin Click, “50 
Staunton, VA 


edwin.click@comcast.net 


Dr. Mary DeCredico 
Annapolis, MD 


marydec@verizon.net 


* Ex officio, voting 
** Ex officia, non-voting 


Gordon Metz, “68 
Martinsville VA 


gordonmetz@gmail.com 


Steve Trent, *70 * 
Suffolk, VA 


trent@mindspring.com 


Frank Williamson, “60 
Richmond, VA 


frank bev1@aol.com 


Chuck Williams ** 
Harrisonburg, VA 


charles.williams@raymondjames.com 


AUGUSTA MILITARY ACADEMY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOAHD OF DIRECTORS 


Steve Trent, 70 
President 
Suffolk, VA 


trent@mindspring.com 


Hick Smail, °67 
Vice President 
Park City, UT 


ricksmail@earthlink.net 


Steve Traylor, -72 * 
Treasurer 
Germantown, MD 
steve.traylor@verizon net 


Paul Karch, “79 
secretary 

Deerfield Beach, FL 
pk12345@yahoo.com 


Gordon Metz, “68 
Chaplain 
Martinsville VA 


sales@pinecrestequipmentcom 


Phil Bentley, °83 
Hummelstown, PA 


2014-2015 


Bob Bradford, “50 
Folsom, CA 
AMA#ayonet@aol.com 


Doug Carter, *72 
Staunton, VA 


Blaine Clarke “72 
Germantown, MD 
Blaine Clarke@comcast.net 


Edwin Click, “50 
Staunton, VA 
edwin.click@comeast.net 


Dr. Mary UeCredico 
Annapolis, MD 


decredic@usna.edu 


Mark Femrite, °72 
Hiner, VA 
miemrite@SWV A net 


Victor Gomez, “69 
Centreville VA 


victor.gomez@verizon net 


* Ex officio 


Christopher Meek, “84 
Wilmington, NC 


cmeek15@ec.rr.com 


George Heaves, ‘69 
Newport News, VA 


nailunion@aol.com 


Jorge Hovirosa, “70 
Miami, FL 


jorovi@farovicom 


Luke Snyder, “60 
Charlotte, NC 


lukesnyder@carolinarr.com 


Jack White, “69 
New Point, VA 
oysterking@earthlink net 


Hod Willey, ‘51 
Fort Defiance, VA 
rswilley8@yahco.net 


Frank Williamson, “60 
Hichmond, VA 


frankbev1@anol.com 


Sp < 
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Clockwise, from top left: AMA Legacy Scholarship winner 
Mary Katlyn Smith with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Albert 
Smith, ‘66 = Rick Smail, ‘67, Howard Rosenthal, ‘68, and 
Ruth, Chris Metz, son of Gordon, ‘68, and Mickey Toms, ‘67 
a VMI Color Guard and other cadets visit the Museum sm Dr. 
George "Boots" Solan, ‘43, Marjorie and their son, George, 
Jr. s Gordon Metz, ‘68, and Anne (Mrs. Luke, ‘60) Snyder = 
AMA Museum celebrating its 15" anniversary = Luke 
Snyder, ‘60 = Jim Mitchell, ‘76, and Casey » at the Saturday banquet Paul Karch, ‘79, Shad White, ‘52, and Mrs. 
White, Alex Wattay, ‘53, and Diane and Nancy Booth, Hal Walters’ soulmate m Anne (Mrs. Luke, ‘60) Snyder, Nancy 
(Mrs. John, ‘67) Botcheller and Bev (Mrs. Frank, ‘60) Williamson. 


AUGUSTA MILITARY ACADEMY 


ALUMIN| ASSOCIATION 
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Chris Hart, ‘72, wife and friends attend Daytona 500 


Chris Hart, “72, had the top bid of 
$1,611 for four NASCAR hot pit 
passes in the 2013 AMA on line 
bidding. Was it worth it? 

Chris and his wife, Briget, sister in 
law Lenore Kline and brother in law 
Henry Jalette say a resounding 
"YES!" in answer. They chose the 
2014 Daytona 500, a premier event 
in the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series, 
run on 23 February. 

They all had what they called 
"unbelievable access" throughout 
the Speedweeks event from the 
Budweiser Duals on Thursday, the 
Craftsman Truck Series on Friday, 
the Nationwide races Saturday and 
the 500 Sunday. 

"The Hot Pit Passes let us into the 
garages and the pits," says Jalette. 
"As longtime NASCAR fans we S| 


were blown away by the access and WEARING THEIR HOT PIT PASSES, Chris Hart, ‘72, and Briget went 


being = pit row for all of thé  eyerywhere they wanted to go at the Daytona 500 last February. 
races. 


Chris reported on some of the 
drivers they met: Dale Earnhardt, Jr. 

(who won the 500), Martin Truex, Denny Hamlin, Kevin 
Harvick, Richard Childress, Jack Roush and "King" Richard 
Petty. 

"We will never ever forget this experience! With access 
to the garage and inspection areas we got an up close and 
intimate view of everything that goes on behind the scenes 
at a NASCAR race. This truly was a once in a lifetime 
experience. 

"Anyone who likes motor sports should bid the 
next time the AMA-NASCAR opportunity presents 
itself. It was worth every penny!" 


All photos on this page by Henry Jalette 


“Bip” Carstarphen dies 


Joseph Martin "Bip" Carstarphen, III, 52, CEO of Pharr 
Yarns, passed away 20 May at age 81 in McAdenville, NC. 
His career at Pharr spanned half a century during which 
he guided the company through major changes in the 
textile industry. A graduate of UNC, he served in the Army 
before joining Pharr. in 1955, he married Catherine Pharr 
whose father has taken over management of the company. 
When Pharr died in 1981, Carstarphen became CEO and 
Chairman of the Board diversifying the 
company from cotton to synthetics and 
shifting the focus to carpet fibers. 

At AMA, he was a sergeant in D 
Company, played lacrosse, was on the 
swim team and marched with the Roller 
Rifles. The Recall predicted that he would 
one day be a U.S. Congressman. He was 
one of the first alumni to make a major 
contribution to the Future is Now fund 
raising campaign last year. 

He was the recipient of the Spirit of the 
Carolinas Award and the Order of the 
Long Leaf Pine. In 2006, a bridge over 
South Fork River was named for him. 

In addition to being CEO of Pharr 
Yarns, he was Chairman of Pharr Inter- 
national in Geneva, president of two real 
estate firms and a director of a number of 
companies. Carstarphen was on the Board 
of Advisory of Liberty Mutual Insurance 
and a former board member of Wachovia 
Corporation, the North Carolina Manu- 
facturers Association, the North Carolina 
Foundation of Research and Education and the Community 
Federation of Gaston County, NC. 

Carstarphen served as President of the American Yard 
Spinners Association, was a board member of the Carolina 
Freight Corporation and the Gaston Memorial Hospital. He 
was a trustee at UNC-Chapel Hill, Queens College and 
Belmont Abbey College and a member of the Charlotte 
Country Club, the Gaston Country Club and the Grand- 
father Golf and Country Club and the Corstorphine Trust in 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 

He is survived by his wife of 59 years, Catherine; a 
daughter, Catherine of McAdenville; two sons, J. Martin, IV, 
of Charlotte and William of Belmont, NC; six grandchildren; 
and a brother, William, of Tarboro, NC 


Reprinted from Winter 2010 Bayonet 


A_knack for doing right 


"Bip" Carstarphen, 52, 
is "Person of the Year" 


From the Gaston Gazette, Gastonia, NC 
For corporate executives, 2009 might qualify as the worst 


Cadet Carstarphen, 
1952 Recall 


The Bayonet 51 


year since the bad old days of Enron. People tried to blame 
them for the housing bubble and the ensuing recession. 
Some companies and financial institutions accepted federal 
bailout money (sending capitalist heroine Ayn Rand into a 
post-mortem spin) and had no choice but to sit there and 
smile as the White House conducted periodic micromanage- 
ment and browbeating sessions. Although government and 
consumers deserve their share of culpability in the 
economic meltdown, the sad truth is that some business 
leaders have given their critics all the ammunition they 
needed to portray them as greedy, inept and disconnected 
from the average person's concerns. But 
then there's J. M. Carstarphen - a local 
executive who has continued to distinguish 
himself not only in the board room but 
also in the community. , 

Mr. Carstarphen has spent the last 30 
years as Chairman and CEO of Pharr 
Yarns, a textile company tied inextricably 
to the small Gaston County town that 
serves as the hub of its operations. The 
man known by the nickname "Bip" first 
moved to the area in the 1950's, a much 
different era for the textile industry and 
millcentric communities like McAdenville. 
Perhaps the secret of his staying power is 
the ability to distinguish between things 
that need changing and things that should 
stay the same. 

When the firms that provided Pharr 
Yarns with raw materials faced an 
uncertain future, Pharr's leaders decided 
a change was in order. In 2006, they 
announced plans to build a new facility in 
McAdenville for the extrusion of polyester and nylon - 
meaning jobs and a multimillion-dollar boost for the local 
tax base. Around the same time, Pharr officials busied 
themselves with another change. After tearing down a 
group of old mill houses that had fallen into disrepair, the 
company began redeveloping the neighborhood with plans 
for upscale townhomes. The project has resulted in another 
boost for the tax base plus an infusion of new residents. 

When it comes to Christmastown USA, however, Mr. 
Carstarphen isn't ready to start over. Through the McAden- 
ville Foundation, Pharr Yarns continues to help finance the 
utility and maintenance costs of the town's famed Christmas 
light displays. “We get a lot of pleasure from it,” said Mr. 
Carstarphen, "and it’s something we'll probably always do 
because it makes this little town happy." 

J. M. Carstarphen has been a businessman, a family 
man and a pillar of the community. Today, he can add 
another designation: The Gazette's Person of the Year! A 
lot of CEOs took a beating in 2009, but we can think of at 
least one exception. 

{f you take a drive through McAdenville, particularly at 
Christmas, you'll see why. 


Thanks to Shad White, ‘52, for sending us this story. 
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SPOTLIGHT on Jim Mitchell, 76 | 


By Ruth (Mrs. Howard, °68) Rosenthal 


When | first met Jim "Mitch" Mitchell, “76 he was 
standing in front of Big Barracks at this year's reunion 
showing people the photo his wife, Casey, had just taken of 
him with several alumni. The men were posed in a way that 
recreated a pose taken at Jim's graduation in May of 1976. 

Mitch was on the left talking with Tommy White, *77, and 
Eddie Long, °77. In the background is Jimmy Gounaris, 
“77, who was talking with Brett Thompson, °75. Mitch had 
just received his diploma in the Memorial Gym and was 
heading to the Commandant's Office to turn in the brass 
whistle issued to him when he became a first sergeant. He 
stopped to talk with Tommy and Eddie, whistle in hand, 
when someone wanted to take their picture. At right is the 
original photo from 1976 and below it the picture recreated 
38 years later! 

Mitch attends most reunions and this year he was happy 
to convince Eddie to attend for the first time since he 
graduated in 1977. Out of the blue, Eddie had appeared in 
Mitch's restaurant in Pittsburgh and the stage was set for 
reuniting him with his old friends at the AMA reunion. He 
did need a lot of encouragement from Mitch with a guaran- 
tee that he would love the reunion plus a bet that at the 
reunion's conclusion he would thank Mitch for urging him to 
attend. The trick worked and old friends were together 
again at the reunion. 

As the AMA brothers parted, Eddie said to Mitch, "You 
were right! Thanks for getting me to go," a confirmation of 
a job well done." 

We are grateful that Jim carves out time to attend the 
reunions since his job as owner and manager of a popular 
downtown Pittsburgh restaurant keeps him extremely busy. 
T he restaurant, appropriately named Mitchell's, was started 
in 1906 by his grandfather, a Greek immigrant named 
Constantinos Michalopoulos but that long last name would 
not fit on a sign for the new restaurant. Jim's grandfather 
went to a phone book and picked out a shorter more 
American-sounding name. Thus, was Mitchell's born. 

The restaurant and bar thrived but had to move three 
times as downtown Pittsburgh developed. Mitch's father 
became the second generation to run the place and after 
graduating from Westminster College in 1980, Mitch 
became the third generation to work there, helping his 
father expand the business. 

His father's dream was to own the property where the 
restaurant is located and in 1998 that dream came true. 
Mitchell's now consists of a bar, restaurant, banquet and 
catering center and a “Mini-Mitch" convenience store. The 
work has been long and never ending but now the business 
is thriving and the seven story Mitchell Building is one 
hundred percent occupied. 

Mitchell's is the oldest restaurant in the City of Pittsburgh 
serving home cooked meals at reasonable prices. A fourth 
generation has just joined the team. After having attended 


Above, from Graduation Day, 1976, and below, at this 
year’s reunion. 


a 


Missouri Military Academy with help from an AMA 
Scholarship and graduating from California University of 
Pennsylvania in May, Matthew Mitchell is now working 
along side his Dad at the restaurant. Mitch's wife for 27 
years, Casey, also work a day a week at the center. She is 
hoping that with Matt there, Jim will spend less time at work 
and more time relaxing. 

This is a good time for fewer duties. Their daughter, 
Mallory, just graduated from Duquesne University with a 
Doctorate in Pharmacy and will be working in Pittsburgh. 
She and her parents are grateful for the AMA Legacy 
Scholarship which helped pay her expensive tuition. And 
Mallory recently became engaged! 

Staying busy seems to come naturally to Mitch. At AMA 
from 1973 through 1976, he played basketball, baseball, 
football, rugby and a year of soccer. In his senior year, he 

(continued on page 56) 
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We aged ideas. YOUR idess 


We need every AMA alumnus and AMA 
friend to help us come up with ideas to 
increase volunteers at the Museum and 
to raise funds for our operations. 
Toward those ends, we are setting aside 
| SATURDAY 1 NOVEMBER 
for us to gather at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel in 
Staunton to talk about our future. 
It is crucial for all of our alumni - not just the 


Foundation trustees and Association board 
members - to be involved in planning our future. 


We plan to start the meeting at 9 AM, have lunch and be finished by 2 PM so you can 
get home early, play golf or go shooting. We ask that each of you reach out to another 
AMA man encouraging him to attend. Wives and significant others are also welcome 
since some of our best ideas have come from our ladies. We not only need ideas, we 
need volunteers who will help enact those ideas! Plans to raise funds! Ways to get 
much needed volunteers at the fantastic AMA Museum - the pride of us all! 


Think about what we are asking. Submit your ideas to Blaine Clarke at 
Blaine.Clarke@comcast.net or call him at 301/404-3966 


THE AMA FOUNDATION TRUSTEES PLEASE plan 


and THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
BOARD will meet at the Stonewall 
Jackson on Friday 31 October from — to be there! 
9 AM until 4 PM. Overnight rates are 

$105 + tax single, $115 + tax double, 7 par 
breakfast included, thanks to Frank \ ; (Je) SAT 


Save the date! 

Williamson! To make a reservation, , GREY NEVE EE -o\) 
phone 540/885-4848 and ask for the \ sagy/ Stonewall Jackson Hotel 

"AMA rate.” oe oP 3 
Staunton 


9 AM until 2 PM with lunch 
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Roller Riders never die, they just fade away... 


As told by Rick Smail, “67 

As the reunion drew to a close, it appeared that we would 
have about a half dozen riders participate in our post reunion 
ride. The week before the reunion, several potential riders 
had last minute issues which 
prevented them from making the 
trip and at the end there were 
only three motorcycles that 
showed up on Sunday morning: 
Chris Meek, 83, Carl Riedell, 
‘63, and me. 

Though the numbers were 
meager, Bruce Hemp gave us 
breakfast which included wives 
and other alumni. Bruce is a 
great AMA friend and her kind- 
nesses are always appreciated. 
After breakfast, we rode to the 
campus and had the traditional 
photo, right, and a trip around 
the Bowl. Chris had to be back 
at work Monday so after the trip 
around the Bowl, he headed off 
to Wilmington, North Carolina. 
Earlier, Gordon Metz, 68, had 
shoulder replacement surgery 
and while he couldn't ride a bike he did travel behind the 
remaining two bikes in his VW convertible. We went west 
from Staunton on Route 250 to Monterey and as we crossed 
the mountains, we stopped to explore the Confederate 
fortifications along the summit. We then went south through 
Hot Springs and had dinner at the Swinging Bridge Restau- 
rant in Paint Bank. After dinner, we rode on to Christians- 
burg where we spent Sunday night. 

The weather forecast for the week was — very wet! During 
the week the skies would drop five inches or more along the 
Eastern Seaboard with some 27 inches falling in Pensacola! 
Facing a forecast like that, we were pleased to awaken 
Tuesday to cloudy but dry conditions. We decided to swing 
through Riner near Blacksburg to visit Mark Femrite, °72, 
who had to cancel riding with us at the last minute. We went 
on to Floyd and there Gordon pealed off for his home in 
Martinsville. He didn't want to spend a week hiding from the 
rain in a hotel room and we didn't blame him. 

As soon as we split up, the rains began but it was a light 
rain and we made it to Boone, NC without too much difficulty. 
We had lunch in Boone, the rain stopped and we rode the 
Blue Ridge Parkway to Asheville. By the time we got there, 
the sun was out and it was 85 degrees, a very pleasant gap 
in the weather. 

Carl's brother-in-law owns a second home in the moun- 
tains near Waynesville, NC and we were able to stay there 
for two nights. Monday night there was a soaking rain but 
Tuesday morning saw clear skies return. Though a little timid 
about the weather, we rode over to Cherokee and joined the 
south end of the Blue Ridge Parkway which we rode back to 
Asheville. The weather stayed dry but the wind was brisk as 
we passed along the higher elevations on the Parkway where 


SIX WHEELS TO START - Rick Smail, ‘67, Carl 
Riedell, ‘63, and Chris Meek, ‘83, at the Museum. 


the clouds would blow across the road, often at helmet 
height, in an eerie kind of way. 

We were using weather radar to forecast conditions and on 
Wednesday we were encouraged both by what we saw on 
radar and our Tuesday experi- 
ence. We planned to ride Route 
28 to Deals Gap, then the Tail of 
the Dragon, back southwest to 
Tellico Plains to the Cherohala 
Skyway, then east to Maggie 
Valley. All went well until we got 
to Tellico Plains where the 
heavens opened again. We 
talked with some fellows who 
had just come off the Skyway 
and they told us we could only 
go about fifteen miles an hour 
since the Skyway was in the 
clouds. That didn't sound ap- 
pealing so we rode in the rain to 
Maggie Valley where we spent 
the night. No more rain after that 
and Thursday we visited the 
Wheels Through Time Museum 
where we enjoyed seeing all the 
motorcycles and some new ones 
acquired in the shooting of What’s in the Barn? We had a 
great time visiting with Dale Walksler, his son Matt and the 
rest of the staff. Carl endeared himself to Dale when he 
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Carl and Rick at the Confederate Breastworks on the 
way from Staunton to Monterey. 


repaired the flush mechanism on the urinal in the men's 
room! Carl had it fixed in ten minutes which earned him a 
free t-shirt and a hat. We then made a bee line back to 
Staunton to have dinner with Brett Thompson, °75. 

All in all and considering the weather, we could not have 
had a better ride! | have talked with a couple of guys about 
a Fall ride. 

lf anyone is interested in something after Labor Day, 
let me know at ricksmail@earthlink.net 


* 


Yetie eg COOK 


AMA's new chaplain 
Gordon Metz, “68, 
paid tribute to the 
outgoing chaplain 
FrankSpencer, 49, 
in ceremonies at 
the Saturday Ban- 
quet during the re- 
union saying that 
he would never try 
to fill Frank's shoes 
"but rather walk in 
the path he trod." 

Ever since the 
alumni association 
was created in 
1970, Frank has 
been an active and 
thoughtful _ partici- 
pant serving on the 
board for many 
years, maintaininga | 
positive liaison with 
VMI and volunteer- 
ing for the tasks put 
before us. 

Gordon _ pointed 
out that both Frank 
and Ida volunteer at the AMA Museum and 
both are members of the Roller Society. 
"Each year, when the VMI cadets make their 
82 mile march from Lexington to the New 
Market Battlefield where their predecessors 
turned the tide of battle in the Civil War, 
they stop at AMA to rest and enjoy a lunch 
prepared by Ida and Joyce Zinkhan." 

Metz pointed out that Frank arranged for 
a VMI Dress Parade in Lexington in 2009 to 
be dedicated to AMA “with that great VMI 
Band playing the AMA school song when 
they passed in review." 

Frank was very much involved with the 
renovation of the circa 1970 Roller House in 
the middle of the campus, the building which 
became the AMA Alumni House/Museum. 
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A triiouie fo Frank Soencar, 29 
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New AMA Chaplain Gordon Metz, ‘68, presents Frank Spencer, 
‘49, with a token of the appreciation we have for Frank’s long and 
distinguished service to AMA. 


Gordon pointed out that both Frank and Ida 
have had some health problems “buf neither 
has flagged in their support for Augusta." 

He also pointed out that Frank personally 
funds AMA, Inc annually, the entity which 
protects the AMA name from being misused. 

"| will not try to fill Frank’s shoes as 
chaplain," he said, “but rather walk the path 
he trod over the years and hopefully we will 
be better for it. He has been AMA strong, 
he believes in his God, his country, his 
schools and his family. How many can have 
that said about them?" 

Frank said that without AMA he could 
never have succeeded at VMI or as an Air 
Force Officer. Frank Edward Spencer, Jr. 
— an AMA man to whom we all owe much! 
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The AMA Museum will be open six 
days a week. 


Twenty years late, the Class of ‘84 
received certificates from former 
Superintendent Colonel Bill Sedr. 


AMA alumni prevail in knock out 
drill with Massanutten MA cadets. 


Admiral Mary DeCredico salutes 
AMA’s founder and his legacy. 


Luke Snyder, ‘60, and MSG Don 
Studer elected to Board. 


Death takes Lee Manch, widow of 
Doolittle hero Jack Manch, ‘38. 


Colonel Savedge portrayed in 
Reader's Digest article. 


gors 


In the last issue, we misidentified 
people in the wedding party of the son 
of Nancy and John Botcheller, ‘67. 
The groom was their only son, John 
Paul, and the bride is the former Liz 
Henderson. Sorry for the mixup. 

Mac Coiner, ‘62, reported that the 
Roller Society listing had him in the 
Class of ‘61 instead of his correct 
class, 1962. We also had an incorrect 
e-mail address for him. The correct 
one is: maccoiner@icloud.com. 

In the article on Stuart Hall’s 170" 
anniversary, we said that the Common- 
wealth of Virginia had granted a 
charter to the Virginia Female Institute, 
later renamed Stuart Hall, in 2014. Of 
couse, the year was 1844, not 2014. 


Mitchell from page 52 

was MVP and Best Offensive Player 
on the Blue and White basketball 
team. He aiso was the Best Drilled 
Cadet at Parents Week and was in 
the Color Guard for a time. His junior 
year, his C Company Commander 
was Major General Larry Nicholson, 
‘75, and he remembers that Larry’s 
leadership skills were apparent even 
back then. Mitch and the rest of 
C Company found Larry to be an 


fe 


50 YEARS AGO - AMA’s cheerleaders at the Front Arch. Who is in the 


photo? What was the occasion? Must have been winter since the vine is 


unleafed. 


excellent leader, a terrific athlete and 
a great person. 

There is not much time now to 
continue all those sports Mitch played 
at AMA but at least he has time now 
to work out at the boxing gym across 
the street from his restaurant. And he 
likes to hunt having hunted with the 
Gilliam boys near Front Royal for 
years. Clay Gilliam, ‘80, is the only 
one left. Rene, ‘75, has passed away 
and Mitch was a pallbearer for 
Scottie, ‘76, two years ago. 

You might be surprised to learn that 
Mitch is a "Song and Dance Man” at 
the iocal theater. He played the lead 
role in Lil Abner, Kenickie in Grease, 
Miles Gloriousus in A Funny Thing 
Happened On The Way To The 
Forum, Curley in Oklahoma, Tevye in 
Fiddler on the Roof and, most 
recently, Captain Von Trapp in The 
Sound of Music. 

When they can, he and Casey 
spend time at a place they own on 
Treasure Island, Florida. Mitch keeps 
in close contact with Colonel and 
Mrs. Livick and their children, Mal, 
Jr., ‘75, and Lee. 

There is a funny story | could relate 
about Colonel Livick, Mitch, an in- 
nocent falsely accused Mal, Jr., 
Charlie Livick and a beer run — but 


that will have to wait until the next 
reunion when you can ask Mitch 
yourself. 

Of course, if you eat in Pittsburgh 
you might want to visit Mitchell's 
Restaurant (www.Mitchells.TV, phone 
412-471-FOOD) where you likely will 
find Mitch hard at work and perhaps 
Matt and Casey too! If nothing else, 
you'll have the opportunity to order a 
reasonably priced home cooked meal 
(Mitchburger, anyone?) plus the 
beverage of your choice from milk to 
craft brews. 

And you'll be able to be a part of 
the famous Mitchell’s Restaurant, in 
business and owned by the same 
family since 1906! o 6 © 


Do you have a suggestion 
for someone who should 
be profiled in a future 
SPOTLIGHT article in 
The Bayonet? 


Former cadet? Faculty 
member? AMA friend? 


Let us know at: 
AMABayonet@aol.com 


AMA FRIEND ERNIE HOOPII, General Nicholson’s 
Sergeant Major when they were with the 2dMEB in 
Afghanistan, has retired after 30 years in the Marine 
Corps. With Larry and Ernie at Camp LeJeune is 
another AMA friend, Bruce Hemp, SH ‘72. 


Left, Stride salutes with his new “Above and 
Beyond" pin resting just beneath his @d dstra 
button. Right, Crysta congratulates and thanks 
Brett. 


STRIKE! - General Nicholson got to complete one 
item on his bucket list when he threw out the first 
pitch at a San Diego Padres home game. It was a 
fast ball strike all the way! The team honored the 1* 
Marine Division, commanded by General Nicholson. 


¢ Small classes 


* Nationally recog- 
nized JROTC 
program 
* Varsity sports for 
all cadets 
* Superior classroom 
technology 
* 100% college 
acceptance 


a “ens *Rolling Admission 


Scholarships Available for the 
family members of Augusta Academics, 


Military Academy Graduates ieee 
Long Time Rivals - Partners for the Future and 
Give your son or grandson the same opportunity Camaraderie 
at Fishburne Military School that you enjoyed at for Boys in 
Augusta Military Academy. Visit Grades 


www.fishburne.org or call 800.946.7773 HAPs 1S. 
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Our past may begin our future... 


It seems any tradition we grew up with has come under attack in the last ten to twenty years. More often than not, 
the fabric we thought was America — cotton and wool — has turned to polyester, vinyl or micro-fiber. It's interesting to watch 
a comedic parody where the collective "we" might not think a piece is funny but our children and grandchildren do. What's 
more interesting is when our children begin to look at us knowing what we believe about our life assessments and they, like 
we, begin to wish for those simpler times. 


Augusta Male Academy began at the close of the Civil War in 1865 by our founder Charles S. Roller, Sr. as a way to restore 
education to returning soldiers and their children. It formally became Augusta Military Academy around 1880. We know that 
history almost as well as we know our Social Security numbers, though invariably we miss the obvious. 


As an organization we are searching for a "hook," something that can generate and capture local community interest and grow 
into perhaps a regional interest. Our numbers are dwindling and there is no question we need to grow our base in uncharted 
territories. As a group we have correctly sided with AMA purity which without question has served as the glue holding us 
together. 


With the attack on our traditions as a nation, the fragmentation we are experiencing as a society, where technology has reduced 
lives around us to a piece of plastic held in their hands, where the strength of our economy faces perilous questions; isn't it time 
for us as an organization to open our borders, become inclusive and attempt to reset the traditions we can, beginning with the 
history we all know so well? 


If we are going to have an effective outreach to the local community, if we are to include the local historic societies as has been 
discussed, if we are to play out the rich history Augusta County has from 1865 forward, including the Civil War reenactors of 
Longstreet's Corps may be our opening salvo and a step in reaffirming our American traditions while reminding others that 
American traditions still exist. 


On the weekend of 2 May 2014, I drove to Spotsylvania, VA to attend the 150" anniversary reenactment of The Wilderness 
and Spotsylvania Court House campaign in 1864. I ran into Victor Gomez, “69, who was taking pictures of the era pageantry 
and we met two other alums, Mark Femrite, ‘72, and Nicky Syropoulos, “69, who are staff members of Longstreet's Corps. 
While there I had the pleasure of meeting Terry Shelton who is the General of the Corps, assuming that role with the passing 
of Charlie Hillsman, ‘71. (www.longstreetcorps.com) 


Mister Shelton was well aware of the participation that members of the Corps have had with AMA at recent reunions and was 
eager to discuss an expanded role for his Corps. The Battle of Piedmont took place not far from the AMA campus on 5 June 
1864; could a reenactment of that battle be put together that would interest the community? Considering the planning involved 
in a battle reenactment, that may be a few years down the road but in the meantime the Corps could use our reunion weekend 
as a recruiting tool by establishing a camp for local families to come see and live like a Confederate soldier for a day or a 
weekend; -reenact the May 1864 VMI march from Lexington to New Market using the AMA campus as a rest stop. VMI 
already uses AMA as a rest stop during their annual march. 


Obviously logistics are the concern. Identifying the logistics and how we work through them will take volunteers — from AMA 
as well as from Longstreet's Corps and the interest of the Corps is there! Our initial discussions were all about logistics but there 
wasn't an item that surfaced to which we did not have a solution -— it's just finding volunteers to work on those solutions. 


Longstreet's corps seeks a "home," a beacon for their troops, a revenue stream and an outreach program just as our Foundation 
desires. We can offer a home, we could be the beacon for the 900 plus members of Longstreet's Corps, seventy five per cent 
of whom live in Virginia. Identifying and overcoming the logistic issues sets up potential revenue streams. Developing potential 
historical programs lends itself to areas of grant funding which we seek to support our Foundation going forward. Working in 
conjunction with the Augusta County Historical Society and the Augusta County government may open other opportunities 
for our Foundation. 


Author John Steinbeck once said, "Ideas are like rabbits. You get a couple, learn how to handle them and pretty soon you have 
a dozen.” 


We need rabbits and we need handlers. 
Steve Traylor, ~72 
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Our sincere gratitude to all 


who helped put on 
Reunion 2014! 


First and foremost, thank you 
to 
Crysta Stephenson, our AMA 
Museum Director, who turns 
each year from that urgent 
work to organize our alumni 
reunions! 


And thanks to the volunteers at 
the Museum who turned their 


energies toward making the 
reunion a success! 
Goodloe Saunders, ‘57 
Ben Zinkhan, ‘60 
Doug Carter, ‘72 
We owe them so much! 


THANKS ALSO TO 
Sergeant Don Studer who 
drove all the way back from 
Arizona! 


MANY THANKS TO 
LTC Steve Trent, ~70, for his 
leadership... Blaine Clarke, ~72, for 
his vision... Rick Smail, ~67, for 
organizing the Silent Auction... 
Stride Coleman, “72, Jim Mitchell, 
“76, and Tom White, “77, for 
helping move the PX from the hotel 
back to the Museum... Phil Bentley, 
“$3, for helping at the PX... Brett 
Thompson, ~75, for putting up the 
flag... Intern Sarah Rico for her 
never-ending enthusiasm at her first 
ever AMA reunion... Dorothy 
Stephenson, Crysta’s sister, for 


helping with the PX and the sound 
systems... Jack White, *69, for 
providing his home grown oysters 
fresh from the water... Steve 
Traylor, ~72, for assuming the 
Treasuer position and for making an 
excellent presentation at the business 
meeting... Paul Karch, ~79, for his 
outstanding presentation... Paul 
Poluito, ~73, for planning and 
hosting the AMA Open... Blaine 
Clarke for planning and executing 
the Sporting Clay Shoot...Blaine’s 
daughter, Maggie, for bringing her 
glowing personality to the reunion... 
Frank Williamson, *60, and Bev for 
another remarkably interesting motor 
coach tour... Sindy Meyer for 
welcoming the AMA folks to 
Belvidere... Buddy Krise, ~57, and 
George Reaves, ~69, for selling 
Tower of Power and 50/50 tickets... 
Jim Councill, *49, for helping with 
registration... The VMI Color 
Guard and Bugler... The families of 
Roller Society members who came to 
pay honor to their loved ones... 
Charlie Pascale, ‘69, for keeping 
the computers humming... Victor 
Gomez, ~69, and Ruth (Mrs. 
Howard, ~68) Rosenthal for all the 
classic photos... John Botcheller, 
“67, and Nancy for representing 
Mrs. Charleton who received an 
AMA Alumni Medal for establishing 
the Charleton Internships... Frank 
Spencer, ‘49, our retiring Chaplain, 
for lifting us up and being our link to 
VMI... AMA Legacy Scholarship 
Winners Alyssa Goff and Mary 
Katlyn Smith for their thank you 
comments at the Awards Banquet... 
Jorge Rovirosa, ~70, for his 
eloquent acceptance on behalf of 
Scholarship Recipient Kaly Suero... 
The Staff of the Holiday Inn for 
meeting all of our expectations... The 
Club at Ironwood for the eloquent 
Thursday evening reception... 
Reverend Greg Douglas for his 
enthusiasm and support of what we 
do.. Josh Pullin and Tyler Mizer, 
Ben Zinkhan's grandson, who 
directed traffic... Chris Meek, ~84, 
for Emceeing Founder's Day and the 
Roller Society Commemoration... 


Luke Snyder, “60, and Anne for all 
of their support and ideas... Rod 
Willey, ~51, for helping in many 
ways... Mickey Toms, ~67, who 

won 50/50 and gave his part back to 

AMA... Bill McVey, ~60, and Millie 

for their generous contribution 
earmarked for the upkeep of the 
Museum... Jorge Rovirosa for 
providing the wine which was sold at 
each table with the proceeds going to 
AMA... All who made things 
available for the Silent Auction and 
to those who bid on them... The 
Confederate reenactors who 
provided the Honor Guard and set up 

a small campsite by Big Barracks... 
All those who played golf or took 

part in the Sporting Clay shoot... The 

wives, girlfriends and families who 
made it possible for our alumni to 
gather... The caterers who never 

disappoint us at the Saturday lunch... 

Kenney Brooks, the most courteous 
driver on the motor coach tour... 

Frank and Bev Williamson for 
providing the Virginia Gentleman for 
the Tower of Power drawings... 

Penney Immerson for arranging the 
Dayton Heritage Museum tour for 

us... John and Shelby Hicks, owners 
of Barren Ridge Winery, for the 
wine tasting... Liz Bray McCue, 
wife of Joe, *66) for helping with 

the logistics of the tour... John 

Atkinson, “60, for underwriting part 
of the tour cost... Gordon Metz, 

“68, always faithful, for his 
assumption of the duties of Chaplain 
and for his warm words for his 
predecessor, Frank Spencer... Rick 
Smail, ©67, and Carl Riedell, * 63, 
for the Roller Riders post-reunion 
adventure... Most of all, we thank all 
of you who came to the reunion and 
we implore you to tell your absent 
classmates what they are missing 
when they don't attend! 
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Top, left, Nicky Syropoulos, ‘69, walks his daughter, 
Lindsey, down the aisle on her 31 May wedding to 
Russell Wedekind in Baltimore. She is a corporate accountant at Johns Hopkins 
University and Russell is a PayPal manager. Top, right, Frank Williamson, ‘60, with 
granddaughter Mary Douglas Wilson, a 10" grader at Norfolk Collegiate and a 
player on the varsity lacrosse team that went to the State finals, and grandson 
Houston Wilson, a rising junior at Hampden-Sydney, co-captain of the tennis team 
and voted the Dick Edmunds Leadership Award. Center, left, the annual Sporting 
Clay Shoot at the reunion with Stride Coleman, ‘72, Maggie and Blaine Clarke, ‘72, 
Phil Bentley, ‘83 and Tom Upton, ‘64. Center, right, Maggie’s 20" birthday 
celebration at the reunion. Left, Jorge Rovirosa, ‘70, Kiki, Howard Rosenthal, ‘68, 
golfing on the Miccosukee Reservation in South Florida with Howard’s friend, Tom 
Giblin. Above, center, Don Studer on a mission at the reunion. 
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We need you! 
Yes, you! 


We need for you to volunteer at 
the AMA Museum 


We need to give our volunteers a break. Can't you 


give us six hours (10 AM until 4 PM) on one of these weekends? 
July 5-6 - July 19-20 - July 26-27 - August2-3 - August 9-10 - 
August 16-17 - August 23-24 - August 30-31 - 
September 6-7 - September 13-14 - September 27-28 


Phone 540/248-3007 and sign up for a day or two. Do it NOW! 


SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR GREAT PHOTOGRAPHERS! 
Ruth (Mrs. Howard) Rosenthal 
Maggie Clarke, Blaine's daughter 
Victor Gomez, 69 
Many of the photos in this issue were taken by these talented 
people. Thanks to each of them! 


GRATEFUL THANKS TO THESE BAYONET SUPPORTERS! 
These Generous folks Have made contributions To directly support THE PREPARATION, PRINTING 
and distribution of The Bayonet. We are much in their debt and we need your dedicated support. 
Dr. Bill Ragland, “72 = Jorge Rovirosa, 70 = Steve Trent, 7O = Charles Foley, 
Missouri Military Academy = Donald Anderson, “78 o Luke Snyder, 60 @ 

Kelli Harding, sister of Don Studer # Brian Miller, “67 = Phil Bentley, “83 = 
Jeff Schroeder, “67 = John Botcheller, “67 = Scott Travers, 70 = John Hash, “77 
Dr. George "Boots" Solan, “43 m Alex Wattay, 93 @ Charlie Pascale, 69 = 
Bobby Bowie, -47 = Bob Bradford, ~70 = Laura Bradford 
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2014 MARKS THE 15th ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE AMA ALUMNI HOUSE/MUSEUM. 


In this past decade and a half, we have 


seen our long held dream become a 
© reality. We salute those who 


made this possible. 


We remember how our campus looked more 
than 15 years ago, left, and we all were 
thrilled when the late Colonel Will Parkins, 
‘35, raised Old Glory over the stately but 
dilapidated Roller family home at Reunion 
1999, right. Workmen were still working 
on the house at the time of the reunion, 
below, left. But soon Duke Fancher, 
‘58, and Luke Snyder, ‘60, could sit 
on a new front porch behind a sign 
proclaiming that the AMA Museum 
was open! That fact was made 
possible by the unswerving belief that we = 
could accomplish the unthinkable. And, thank God, we did itl 


CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED Non-Profit Organization 
Postage and Fees Paid 
Augusta Military Academy 
Alumni Foundation 


st 
Tee 


P.O. Box 100, Fort Defiance, VA 24437 


REMEMBER OR HONOR & SPECIAL SOMEONE 


Use the order form below to purchase a paver or pavers to be installed in front of the 
AMA Alumni House/Museum. Perhaps remember a teacher who changed your life. Honor 
a roommate or other AMA friend. Pay tribute to a member of the military service. Have 
a paver engraved to honor your parents. 


Your tribute will be there in perpetuity, your message laser cut into the brick. Years from 
now, it will remain — long after we are all gone. 


Place an order now so that your paver can be installed before Winter. 


PIA EAI Oya) (ER FO} aM Debit or credit card number 


Expiration date Security number 


Signature (required) 


Fill in the blanks below. PLEASE PRINT! Only one order per form, please. Copy this form to order additional 
pavers. When you buy a paver you support the AMA Museum, our scholarships and The Bayonet. 


Your name Class if an AMA alumnus 
Address City, State, ZIP 


Phone ( ) - E-mail address 


WHAT SIZE PAVER DO YOU WANT? 8" X 8" ($100) 4" X 8" ($50) 
Please PRINT what you want on your engraved brick, below. 
Maximum lettering: 4" X 8" - Three lines of 12 characters each 
8" X 8" - Five lines of 12 characters each 


Punctuation marks and spaces 
count as characters! 

Make check payable to: 

AMA Alumni Foundation 
Mail to: P. O. Box 100 

Fort Defiance, VA 24437 


